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BLAIR’S BRITAIN 
Vultures in NHS 


AN NHS hospital in Birmingham 
was handed over to private 
management last week. The NHS 
trust’s board signed a £1.3 million 
agreement with health service 
consultants Secta. 

The management of Good Hope 
Hospital was put out to franchise 
after it dropped from a three-star 
rating to zero because of mistakes 
in waiting list figures. 

Secta has appointed a former 
senior official from the NHS, Anne 
Heast, to take over as chief 
executive. She will be seconded to 
the hospital on a salary of 
£122,500. 

Unison union officer Phil Green 
says, “What possible justification 
can there be for paying a private 
company to provide an NHS 
manager? This confirms what a 
nonsense this policy is.” 


A healthy bonus 


HOSPITAL BOSSES are to grab 30 
percent bonuses, taking their 
annual pay close to £200,000. 

Foundation hospitals will be 
able to grant the whopping 
bonuses without the approval of 
local health authorities. 

This will fuel fears that 
foundation trusts will form an elite 
layer in the NHS and attract the 
best staff. 

London’s Guy’s and St 
Thomas’s Hospital chief executive 
Dr Jonathan Michael earned 
£171,000 in 2001-2. 

Chair of the trust Patricia 
Mobley defended his salary 
saying, “These people are rare. 
You won’t get them if you don’t pay 
them.” 

The same doesn’t seem to apply 
to nursing, portering and catering 
jobs. 


Fees rebranded 


NEW LABOUR is set for a new 
drive to get tuition fees accepted. 

The governmentis facing a 
massive rebellion from its own 
backbenchers and a public outcry 
over its plan to charge students 
thousands in fees. 

In an attempt to spin away 
problems, the government is to 
rebrand tuition fees as an 
“individualised graduate tax”. 

Such cosmetic changes should 
fool no one. New Labour is 
ruthlessly pursuing its agenda of 
education for the rich, and work 
training for the poor. 


Brown’s latest victim 


ELIZABETH LEWIS is the latest 
victim of the chaos of Gordon 
Brown’s tax credit system. 

She is a nurse and single parent 
who had to cut her working hours 
when her mother was diagnosed 
as terminally ill. 

She extended her overdraft, 
remortgaged her home and even 
sent her 12 year old daughter to 
her sister’s house in an attempt to 
survive while waiting for her tax 
credit payments. 

She told the Guardian, “I was at 
rock bottom. | have never had a 
credit card or a loan. | have been 
trying to get an answer since April. 
When I rang the helpline they gave 
me a different answer every time.” 
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CENT WITNESSES AT “THE 
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10,000 jobs lost 


A jobs massacre 1s taking 
place across huge swathes 
of British industry 


NEW FIGURES from the government’s 
Office for National Statistics show that an 
incredible 10,000 factory jobs are being 
lost every week. 

Some 130,000 workers have lost their 
jobs in the last three months alone. 

James Dyson, vacuum cleaner maker, 
was slammed last year for throwing 800 
workers at his Wiltshire plant on the scrap 
heap. Last week, Dyson added insult to 
injury by shifting a further 65 jobs to 
Malaysia. 

This is just the tip of the iceberg. 

Just a few weeks before Dyson’s an- 
nouncement, bosses tore apart the lives of 


some 5,000 workers at Alstom train- 
making plant in Birmingham by announc- 
ing redundancies there. 

The chair of Alstom, Pierre Bilger, 
became the object of fury when it was an- 
nounced he was to receive a £2.7 million 
payout as the company sank. 

The outcry forced Bilger to pay back 
his “golden parachute”. 

Now there are fears that others could be 
hit by similar problems. The Bombardier 
plant in Derby, another train-making site, 
is wielding the axe over 1,800 jobs. 

And other industries are also facing fur- 
ther decimation. 

Some 10,000 jobs in the coal industry 
could be lost if mining giant BHP Billiton 
takes over the Drax power station in Selby, 
North Yorkshire. 

BHP Billiton is expected to bring in its 


every single week 


coal from cheaper mines in South Amer- 
ica and South Africa to power the Drax 
station, which is Britain’s biggest power 
station. 

That could lead to the closure of at least 
three mines and the loss of up to 3,500 
jobs at UK Coal. A further 6,500 jobs in 
related industries could also be hit. 

Brian Gilbertson, the former boss of 
BHP Billiton, got a £4 million “golden 
goodbye” last year. 

Figures from the Chamber of Mines in 
South Africa show that miners working 
for Billiton can be paid as little as 2,000 
rand, just £165, a month. 

Britain’s largest milk processing plant, 
United Milk, in Wiltshire, has also been 
put into administration, placing 125 jobs at 
risk. The company had an annual turnover 
of more than £100 million last year. 


Happy bank holiday...you’re sacked 


SHOP WORKERS are also in 
fear of the sack. 

The country’s largest 
independent electrical goods 
retailer, PowerHouse, has 
slashed 800 jobs and cast a 
shadow over a further 2,200. 

PowerHouse is the third 
largest electrical retailer in 
Britain after Currys and 
Comet. 

The company went into 
receivership because it 


couldn’t get insurance for the 
non-payment of debts and 
because a clamp down on 
pushing unnecessary 
warranties hit their profits. 

The jobs blow at 
PowerHouse came as three 
other companies hit the rocks. 

Bradford-based Carpets 
International, the country’s 
largest carpet manufacturer, 
has gone into receivership. 

It has been hit by new trends 


A nuclear disaster 


THE nuclear reprocessing 
plant at Thorp, Sellafield, is 
set to close by 2010. 

Thorp was hailed as the 
saviour of the British 
nuclear industry by nuclear 
enthusiasts and slammed as 
a lethal white elephant by 
campaigners when it 
opened nine years ago. 

It cost £1.8 billion. 

The reprocessing of 
nuclear waste into 
plutonium and uranium was 


touted as the perfect 
solution to dealing with 
dangerous nuclear 
materials. 

But tons of deadly 
material is lying under 
ground at Sellafield. 

British Nuclear Fuels 
Limited (BNFL) owns 
Sellafield. 

The firm would have gone 
bankrupt two years ago, but 
was bailed out by the 
government. 


for wooden floors and floor 
tiles. 

The group employs 1,200 
people and has an annual 
turnover of approximately 
£100 million in outlets across 
Britain. 

Over 550 jobs are to be axed 
at a tyre firm in Plymouth. 

The Cooper Tire and 
Rubber Company is cutting 
about 403 jobs from two 
manufacturing plants by 
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spring 2005. 

The US-based company 
claimed the cuts are being 
made to improve the long term 
performance of its worldwide 
business. 

Ithas 52 manufacturing 
plants in 13 countries around 
the world. 

Workers were being told of 
the decision on Friday of last 
week, just as the bank holiday 
weekend started. 
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OUR RESISTANCE 


Bush’s terror two years on by 
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Trapped to 
death at work 


AWORKER has been killed at a South 
Wales steel plant after becoming 
trapped in a piece of machinery. 

David Price, aged 54, from Newport, 
was Carrying out maintenance work at 
the Alpha Steel plant on Saturday when 
he was killed. 

A spokesperson said, “A male 
person got trapped in machinery below 
the waist. 

“It appears he was carrying out 
maintenance work at the premises 
involving a roller which formed part of 
the machinery.” 

The Health and Safety Executive has 
launched an investigation. 

In 1997, two employees of the steel 
company were injured in a series of 
explosions when a burst pipe poured 
water onto molten metal in a furnace. 


Sentenced 
for being ill 


A WOMAN with severe learning 
difficulties was needlessly kept in 
hospital for ten years because no one 
would pay for proper treatment for her. 

Wakefield council has been ordered 
to pay the woman’s relatives £20,000 in 
compensation. 

The woman, who cannot be named, 
was only 19 when she was sectioned 
under the Mental Health Act for what 
should have been just six months. 

But she fell victim to a series of rows 
between the NHS and the council about 
who should pay for her treatment. 

She was left to rot in a hospital where 
experts knew her condition would 
deteriorate. 


MSP Tommy 
Sheridan jailed 


SCOTTISH SOCIALIST MSP Tommy 
Sheridan was outrageously banged up 
in jail this week. 

He was thrown into Scotland’s 
Barlinnie prison for seven days after 
refusing to pay a fine following his arrest 
at protests against the Trident nuclear 
weapons system last year. 

As Tommy Sheridan said just before 
he handed himself over to the police: 

“Nuclear weapons are a crime against 
humanity and should be removed from 
the Clyde and from Britain. 

“It is the duty of all peace protesters to 
make a stand against nuclear weapons. 
Politicians in particular should be at the 
forefront of the nuclear disarmament 
campaign.” 


Come to key 
ESF meeting 


AN IMPORTANT national public 
assembly for this year’s European 
Social Forum (ESF) will take place in 
London this Sunday 31 August. 

The meeting will be discussing the 
build-up to the ESF, as well as planning 
speakers and debates to take place at 
the event in Paris. 

The meeting is open to everyone and 
activists should make it a priority. 

12 noon, Palms Suite, University of 
London Union, Malet Street. 
For more on the ESF turn to page 15. 
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what we think 


TONY BLAIR is the dead man 
walking of British politics. 

That much was clear even before 
he appeared before the Hutton in- 
quiry this week. 

The problems for Blair are deeper 
than those caused by the death of 
scientist Dr David Kelly. 

Two million people marched in 
February against the war. Every new 
revelation leaves them more confi- 
dent to argue with others why it is 
right to oppose the invasion and oc- 
cupation of Iraq. 

The pressure from that mass 
movement wedged open the cracks 
in the establishment that we now 
see in released official e-mails and 
documents. 

The People’s Assembly called by 
the Stop the War Coalition for Sat- 
urday of this week is a focus for re- 
newing that pressure to hold Blair to 
account (see below right). 

So is the national stop the war 
demonstration in four weeks time, 
which is part of an international day 
of action. 

A majority of people, including 
most Labour voters, say they have 
lost all trust in the government. Mil- 
lions of people are asking: should Blair 
go? And what will happen if he does? 

No one should be panicked into 
propping up Blair. 

Most Labour MPs voted with the 
government over the war. Many of 
them, such as Clare Short, excused 
their cowardice by claiming they did 
not want Blair to fall. But the result 
was the appalling war on Iraq. 


Sticking with Blair now means stick- 
ing with the threat of elitist fees for 
students, further NHS privatisation, 
support for George Bush and all the 
other Tory policies most people hate. 
Above all it means allowing him 
to fuel the demoralisation and cyni- 
cism among ordinary people that right 
wing forces hope to thrive on. 
Thankfully lain Duncan Smith’s 
Tories show no sign of capitalising. 
Though that doesn’t stop Labour 


ministers, pushing Thatcherite poli- 
cies, claiming the only alternative is 
Tory ministers pushing Thatcherite 
policies. 

The Nazi British National Party, 
however, has been able to tap into 
disillusion in some areas, taking ad- 
vantage of the disgusting anti-refugee 
bilge pumped out by the gutter press. 

Making excuses for Blair’s govern- 
ment only feeds the despair the Nazis 
exploit. 

For that reason alone we need 
a mass socialist alternative to this 
government. 

And most people over most issues 
are looking to the left. 

The Liberal Democrats have cot- 
toned on to this and are desperately 
trying to pose as a left alternative. 

But in local councils they have pur- 
sued privatisation policies even harder 
than Labour. 

They are for big business, attacked 
the firefighters and called for making 
strikes on the railway and tube illegal. 

Their “opposition” to war on Iraq 
evaporated when the war started. 


The millions of people who are en- 
raged with Blair need a socialist al- 
ternative, and need it now. 

Whichever Labour politician re- 
places Blair will be under pressure 
initially to tread more carefully. 

But we know that Gordon Brown 
and the rest all back New Labour 
policies. 

Waiting for them means giving 
Blair time and then getting Blairism 
without the smile. 

A powerful socialist alternative will 
not come through waiting and reluc- 
tantly sticking with Labour in the 
meantime. 

It needs to come from those who 
have come together over a range of 
issues in the unions, localities, 
schools and colleges uniting their 
forces in a left wing challenge to this 
government. 

That’s a discussion that should take 
place in every workplace and union, 
from top to bottom. 


Gig PRONICS. 
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The last People’s Assembly was held in early March. It was key to organising mass walkouts of school students and 
workers in towns and cities across Britain on the day war broke out, like this one in central London Picture: Matt Saywell 


Assembly to indict war liars 


UNLIKE THE Hutton inquiry, the 
People’s Assembly this Saturday is 
not restricted to examining just the 
narrow circumstances surrounding 
the death of David Kelly. 

It will lay out an indictment of 
the government’s whole case for 
war. 

Nor is it limited to a handful of 
barristers presided over by an es- 
tablishment judge. 

It will bring together people 
from stop the war groups, union 
branches, schools and community 
groups. 


There will be a range of expert 
speakers. Glen Rangwala exposed 
the January ‘“‘dodgy dossier” and has 
examined all the revelations since. 

Hans Von Sponeck is a former 
head of the United Nation’s human- 
itarian programme in Iraq. Mark 
Curtis will examine how the war fits 
into a sordid history of British for- 
eign policy. 

Other speakers include award- 
winning journalist John Pilger. 

The assembly will pull together 
the case against the government and 
be a springboard for the national 


demonstration on 27 September. It 
will discuss how to take the move- 
ment forward as the pressures on 
Blair grow. 

This week is not too late to 
ensure that people go from your 
workplace or anti-war group to the 
assembly. 

Saturday 30 August, 10.30am, Friends 
Meeting House, Euston Road, London. 
For more information and a draft 
document of the People’s Declaration 
which will be discussed on Saturday, 
phone 020 7053 2153/4/5/6 or go to 
www.stopwar.org.uk 
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Repression of 
left in Egypt 


“WE ARE fighting for the inalienable right of hu- 
mankind, black or white, Christian or not, left, 
right or merely indifferent, to be free,” said Tony 
Blair in his fawning speech to the US Congress 


last month. 


Lying, as we know, comes naturally to Blair. 

Amnesty International recently issued a report ac- 
cusing the United States of undermining international 
standards for human rights by detaining without trial 
those it calls “unlawful combatants” at Guantanamo 
Bay and at Bagram airbase in Afghanistan. 


There are widespread re- 
ports that detainees are being 
tortured at Bagram. But, as 
Amnesty notes, it isn’t just that 
what the US is doing is bad. 

Its example is giving the 
green light to repressive 
regimes around the world to 
behave even worse. 

Egypt is a case in point. 
President Hosni Mubarak 
presides over a brutal dicta- 
torship with a long history of 
human rights violations. 

The radical Islamists who 
assassinated Mubarak’s pre- 
decessor were crushed in a 
savage campaign of torture, 
assassination and executions. 

Now Mubarak is showing 
his commitment to democ- 
racy by grooming his son to 
succeed him as president. 

None of this, of course, 
has prevented the US and 
Britain from treating the 
Egyptian regime as one of 
their key allies. 

In March Egypt had some 
of the biggest anti-war protests 
in the region. Many activists 
were arrested. One of these 
was Ashraf Ibrahim. 

As Socialist Worker re- 
ported last week, he and four 
others have now been charged 
before the Emergency State 
Security with leading or be- 
longing to “‘an illegally estab- 
lished group...the group of 
Revolutionary Socialists, es- 
tablished in violation of the 
law and calling for the re- 
placement of the existing 
regime with another that is 
based on fanatical com- 
munism, and which depends 
on workers’ councils in its 
activities.” 

According to Ahram 
Weekly, “The prosecutor’s un- 
expected decision surprised 
not only Ibrahim, who has 
been in detention since 19 
April, but also came as a shock 
to the four other defendants 
named by the case. 


Crush 


“Their shock emanates 
from the fact that they were 
never summoned for interro- 
gation, nor had prosecutors 
ordered their arrest in the over 
three months that Ibrahim has 
been in jail. 

“The other four—Nasser 
El-Beheiri, a researcher at the 
Land Centre for Human 
Rights, Yehia Fekri Amin, an 
engineer, Mutafa Mohamed 
El-Bassuini, an activist, and 
Reymon Edward Guindy, a 
student—are currently at 
large... The defendants face a 
maximum prison sentence of 
15 years if found guilty.” 

Between the 1950s and 
1970s the Egyptian state used 
ferocious repression to crush 
the Communist movement. 
But more recently Islamists 
have been the main target. 

It’s more than 20 years 
since such serious charges 
have been made against the 
left. 

According to the Middle 
East Times, “The Revolution- 
ary Socialist Group, which the 
government accuses the ac- 
tivists of belonging to, is a 
radical Trotskyite organisation 


ALEX 
CALLINICOS 
on President 

Mubarak’s 
crackdown 


that has slowly grown in the 
second half of the 1990s. 

“While the regime was 
busy with its war on Islamist 
militants and the mammoth- 
size Muslim Brotherhood, the 
leftist group established a 
foothold in some of the major 
universities, professional syn- 
dicates and industrial centres. 

“Its militants reportedly 
have an active role in the 
anti-war and intifada solidar- 
ity movements.” 

A statement issued by 
human rights organisations in 
Egypt underlines that this is 
much more than an attack on 
a small group of socialists. 


Stake 


According to the state- 
ment, “The developments of 
this case represent a new 
stage in a series of hegemony 
and police terrorism directed 
against civil society organisa- 
tions and political parties, 
and all those involved in 
public or political activism, 
especially activists in the 
movement in solidarity with 
the Palestinian intifada and 
the anti-war movement.” 

But there’s even more at 
stake. One of the most signif- 
icant features of the anti-war 
movement in Egypt is that it 
has represented the re-emer- 
gence of a secular opposition. 

Followers of the great 
pan-Arab nationalist leader 
Gamal Abdel Nasser and so- 
cialists have been in the lead. 

This represents a chink of 
light in what has been the dark 
picture presented by Arab pol- 
itics for the past 20 years. 

The main polarisation has 
been corrupt and brutal 
regimes that have thrown their 
lot in with US imperialism, 
and Islamist opposition move- 
ments that often fight with 
great courage but are seeking 
what amounts ultimately to a 
reactionary utopia. Now, in 
Egypt at least, an alternative is 
beginning to emerge to this 
sterile opposition. 

The charges against Ashraf 
Tbrahim and his co-defendants 
indicate that the regime wants 
to nip this development in the 
bud. 

It’s up to everyone around 
the world who wants to see a 
real secular left in the Middle 
East to flood the Egyptian 
government with protests at its 
latest attack on human rights. 
Hi Write to His Excellency 
Mohammad Hosni Mubarak, 
President of the Arab 
Republic of Egypt, Abedine 
Palace, Cairo, Egypt. E-mail 
webmaster @ presidency. 
gov.eg 


STOP PRESS: The Cairo 
conference in October of the 
International Committee 
Against US Aggression has 
been postponed. See future 
issues for details. 
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THE racist 
Australian politician 
founded the anti- 
immigrant “One 
Nation” party. 
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against asylum 
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her views into 
mainstream 
Australian politics 
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MP. 

Last week she 
was jailed for three 
years for election 
fraud. 


NHS’s biting 
shortages 


FIVE hundred miles— 
that’s how far Glynis 
Ludkin had to travel to 
visit a dentist last week. 
She had to go from 
Yorkshire to her old 
dentist in Norfolk 
because of the dire 


shortage of NHS dentists. 


Last month over 600 
people queued outside a 
dental practice in 
Carmarthen in Wales 
when it opened its lists. 

The number of adults 
registered for NHS 


dentists is now 1.5 million 


lower than when Labour 
was elected in 1997. 


In London it is just 40 


percent. 


Cop cashes in 
on blackout 


PEOPLE IN New York 


are trying to find the man 


most wanted for offences 
committed during the 
power blackout. 

He’s not a looter or a 
drug addict—he’s a 
policeman. 

People stuck in a 
huge traffic gridlock 
sighed with relief when a 
police car pulled up, 
thinking they were going 
to be helped by the 
authorities. 

Instead the police 
officer began writing 
parking tickets for those 
stuck in the queues. 


Flogged from 
cradle to grave 


OVER TWO million 
pensioners have been 
forced to return to work 
to make ends meet, 
according to a new study. 
The Prudential 
insurance firm found one 
in five pensioners is now 
working full or part time. 
The number working 
has increased 
dramatically over the 
past three months. The 


main reason given for the 


extra financial hardship 
was the steep rises in 
council tax. 


Spooks, spies and 
‘counter-terrorisi’ 


DAVID KAY heads the Iraq 
Survey Group, which will 
soon produce another 
report on weapons of 
mass destruction. 

Kay’s background shows 
how “impartial” that report 
will be. 

Under President Reagan, 
Kay was a chief scientist for the 
Pentagon, as well as serving as a 
section chief for the [AEA (In- 
ternational Atomic Energy Ad- 
ministration of the UN) from 
1983 until 1991. 

After the first Gulf War in 
1991, the US used its influence 
to get Kay made chief nuclear 
inspector for the United Nations 
Special Commission (Unscom) 
on Iraq. He was removed from 
the job as evidence mounted 


that he was acting as a US spy. 
He sent military information 
about Iraq straight to the US au- 
thorities rather than going 
through the UN. 

From 1993 until recently 
Kay was also vice-president of 
Science Applications Interna- 
tional Corporation (SAIC), a 
company with extremely close 
ties to the Bush administration. 


Teams 


Last year Bush commis- 
sioned SAIC to construct a 
replica of a mobile WMD labo- 
ratory of the sort allegedly used 
by Saddam Hussein, supposedly 
for training teams searching for 
WMDs in Iraq. 

During the last 18 months 


SAIC has received US govern- 
ment contracts worth $1.6 bil- 
lion. Much of the work is 
connected to the Star Wars pro- 
gramme and electronic mea- 
sures to “counter terrorism”. 

Several SAIC employees 
were named as members of the 
Iraqi Reconstruction and De- 
velopment Council earlier this 
year. The council is an organi- 
sation of Iraqi exiles who have 
now been sent back to aid the 
US occupation. 

SAIC is now involved in the 
construction and operation of a 
US propaganda radio station at 
Umm Qasr. This is intended to 
be part of a network including a 
nationwide propaganda televi- 
sion channel and an “‘indepen- 
dent” propaganda newspaper. 


| wouldn’t 
wipe my ass on 
the Daily Star 


Don't be taken for a ride 


“ASYLUM SEEKERS Eat Our 
Donkeys’ was the front page 
headline on the Daily Star last 
Thursday. 

This comes hot on the 
heels of the Sun’s “Swan 
Bake” story. The Sun 
accused asylum seekers of 
stealing and eating swans 
and ducks from parks around 
London. 

The Sun claimed a police 
spokesperson backed up their 
story, but the police later 


FIGURE IT OUT 


million 
is the amount in 
pounds that new 
directory services 
have spent on 
advertising. 

Some will charge 
up to £1 a minute to 
connect your call. 


denied it. That hasn’t stopped 
the Daily Star reporting “Swan 
Bake” as a fact. 

Nine donkeys were stolen 
from Greenwich Park, south 
east London. This was all the 
excuse the Daily Star needed 
to have a go at asylum 
seekers. 

The paper’s “evidence” is a 
quote from an unnamed 
“police insider’ who says, “We 
are totally baffled over what 
happened to the donkeys. Our 


main line of inquiry is that they 
may have been taken by 
immigrants who like eating 
donkey meat.” 

But the only named officer, 
a police inspector, does not 
mention asylum seekers as a 
line of inquiry, let alone the 
main line of inquiry. 

The Daily Star also says 
the dead donkeys have been 
spotted with Albanian 
immigrants giving rides on 
Kent beaches. 


The sick privateers 
ringing up a profit 


PEOPLE WITH sick relatives 
and friends are being charged 
between five and 12 times the 
standard rate to call their 
loved ones in hospital. 

Patientline, a private 
company approved by the 
NHS, has supplied a phone, 
television, e-mail and internet 
system to 84 hospitals around 
Britain, with another 50 
contracts in the pipeline. 

It charges people 39p a 
minute cheap rate and 49p 
peak rate to phone in to 
patients. 

The BT landline cheap 
rate is just 4p a minute, and 


7p to 9p a minute for peak 
rate calls. 

One relative, Hal Taylor, is 
forced to call his aunt, who is 
a patient at the Norfolk and 
Norwich University Hospital, 
from Berkshire. 

He said, “I am her only 
blood relative and | live 180 
miles away. 

“This is a rip-off. My aunt, 
who is 89, is outraged and 
refused to use it. This is 
another block to being in 
touch with a patient. 

“At the very least the 
money should go back into 
the NHS.” 


WHO SAYS? 


“It was grim, it 
was grim for me, 
grim for TB and 
there is this huge 
stuff about 
trust.” 

ALASTAIR CAMPBELL 


confides about the Kelly 
affair in his diary 


“Now the 
Americans know 
what we are 
suffering. My only 
wish is that the 
temperatures 
would rise in 
America, so they 
could know what 
it is to live in 60C 
heat without 
electricity.” 

ALI AL-KHATIB 

from Baghdad 

on the US power cuts 


“We’ve heard 
about phones 
that overheated, 
melted and, in 
the worst case, 
exploded.” 
SPOKESPERSON 

FOR NOKIA 

after a mobile burst into 
flames in Amsterdam 


“The way I see it, 
there are two 
elephants in 
British Airways’ 
rowing boat. One 
of them is the 
pension, the 
other is the 
debt.” 

ROD EDDINGTON 

BA’s chief executive 


“If you are a Tory 
MP you will be 
told, repeatedly, 
by people you will 
have never 
clapped eyes on 
before, that you 
are a ‘Tory 
tosser’.” 

BORIS JOHNSON 

Tory MP for Henley 


“I feel proud and 
empowered. I'd 
rather it was a 
political reason 
that brought us 
down off the top 
of the charts than 
a musical one.” 
NATALIE MAINES 
member of the US 
group Dixie Chicks, 
attacked for being anti- 


war 


Do you have a story 
for Inside the System? 
Send it to Inside the 
System, Socialist Worker, 
PO Box 82, London E3 
3LH. All readers who 
send in a story that is 
printed are put into a 
Tnteaida)\Vaiceini(smce)ar- melee) .@ 
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Warmongers’ dreams 
start to fall apart 


Resistance to occupation is 


growing in Iraq 


by Kevin Ovenden 


WHEN US forces captured Bagh- 
dad many people drew the conclu- 
sion that they were all-powerful. 

That was certainly the view of 
those around George Bush, who 
thought their military victory in 
Iraq would allow them to tell any 
other power what to do. 

It was also a conclusion ac- 
cepted by some on the left. 

Every day that passes shows 
how wrong that view is, and points 
to US weakness, not strength. 

The bomb attack on the United 
Nations compound in Baghdad 
last week shows that resistance in 
Iraq to occupation is growing and 
becoming more coordinated. 

The shooting of three British 
military policemen at the end of 
last week only heightened the 
sense of crisis. So too does the 
continuing, and almost daily, 
killing of US troops. 

The rising resistance has 
cracked open all the divisions be- 
tween the US and other powers, 
and within the US state itself, that 
grew in the run-up to the invasion. 

In the wake of last week’s bomb- 
ing, US Secretary of State Colin 
Powell rushed to try to get greater 
involvement from the UN and from 
other states in occupying Iraq. 

This is from the same US gov- 
ernment that relished snubbing 
other powers on the UN Security 
Council in the run-up to war and 


declared only it and Britain would 
oversee the occupation. 

The invasion of Iraq was a key 
test of the wider strategy to secure 
US global dominance dreamt 
up by the hawks in the Bush 
administration. 

It rested on showing the US 
could “go it alone” with a minimal 
use of ground troops. 

The message, spelled out by 
US defence secretary Donald 
Rumsfeld, was that the US state 
had the power and will to inter- 
vene in several areas of the world 
simultaneously. 


Slapped down 

In May Rumsfeld slapped down 
the then army chief of staff Gen- 
eral Eric K Shinseki, who pre- 
dicted hundreds of thousands of 
troops would be needed to quell 
opposition in Iraq. 

Hardline ideologues, such as 
Rumsfeld’s deputy Paul Wol- 
fowitz, believed the sight of the 
Stars and Stripes would lead to 
Iraqis flocking to a new pro-US 
regime which could be installed 
quickly. 

So they set about occupying Iraq 
with only 130,000 US troops and 
just 22,000 from other countries, 
overwhelmingly from Britain. 

The attacks on US and British 
troops since Bush announced 
“mission accomplished” in April 
have blown the warmongers’ pre- 
tensions apart. 


Why UN was a target 


“YOU NEED at least half a 
million troops to police this 
country effectively, which we do 
not have,” says defence expert 
Michael Yardley. 

That underlies the drive by a 
section of the US government to 
try to get other states to put 
troops into Iraq. 

But all wings of the US state 
are committed to keeping control 
of the occupation. 

So attempts to get anew UN 
resolution are already bogged 
down in diplomatic conflicts 
between the US and other major 
states. Some of those states want 
“more of a UN role” in Iraq. 

By that they mean a slice of 
influence in Iraq and the Middle 
East for countries other than the 
US. 

But it is precisely association 
with the US’s occupation that is 
making UN and even aid agency 
officials a target in Iraq. 

Former UN humanitarian aid 


coordinator in Iraq Denis 
Halliday says, “The UN has been 
drawn into being an arm of the 
US—a division of the State 
Department.” 

Too much is at stake for the 
US state for it to withdraw from 
Traq lightly. 

But four months into the 
occupation one thing is certain. 
The wider strategy of asserting 
global US power is bleeding to 
death in Iraq. 


US casualties 


Association with US occupation made UN a target 


A SECOND pillar of US 
strategy in the Middle East is 
also falling apart. 

Last week’s bombing in 
Jerusalem came in response to 
the Israeli government’s 
decision to abandon even the 
pretence of taking George 
Bush’s “road map” for 
Palestine seriously. 

The “road map” was 
designed to get Palestinian 
surrender in return for the 
most minimal concessions from 
Israel. 

For the US it was critical to 
getting governments in the 
Middle East and elsewhere to 
go along with its occupation of 
Iraq and increased presence in 
the region. 

But Israel’s ultra-hawkish 
prime minister, Ariel Sharon, is 
not even prepared to allow the 
Palestinians a mini-state 
covering 10 percent of historic 
Palestine. 


The murder of Hamas 
leader Ismail Abu Shanab last 
week was the final part of the 
Israeli government’s effort to 
renew war in the Middle East. 

Abu Shanab had romped 
home in important elections in 


FIGURE IT OUT 


The percentage of historic 
Palestine that the “road 
map” envisaged forming a 
Palestinian state, an 
amount which Israel’s 
prime minister Ariel 
Sharon is not even 
prepared to contemplate. 


Picture: Karim Sahib/AFP/Getty Images 


Israel’s assassinations signal end of ‘road map’ 


Gaza. He used the opportunity 
to declare he was for a 
‘practical solution for us to 
have a state alongside Israel”. 

This was not the message 
Israel’s Ariel Sharon wanted to 
hear. He authorised the 
assassination to put an end to 
even minor concessions to the 
Palestinians. 

Over the last two months of 
ceasefire, the Israeli 
government has returned to a 
policy of so called “targeted 
assassinations” —murdering 
leading Palestinians. 

It has continued to construct 
an obscene wall around the 
West Bank. 

It has also allowed more 
illegal settlements to be built 
on Palestinian land. 

The US response has been 
mild criticism of some Israeli 
policies combined with 
stepping up the pressure on 
Palestinian prime minister 


27 September 
protests can play 
crucial role 


THE DILEMMA facing US 
strategy does not mean it 
will automatically hold 
back from widening the 
“war on terror”. 

Talks in the Chinese 
capital, Beijing, this 
week showed how the US 


is having to seek 
cooperation with other 
states in the region to try 
to get its way over North 
Korea. 

But its demands for 
regime change and its 
military manoeuvres are 
increasing tensions at 
the same time. 

Donald Rumsfeld has 
not given up on the 
dream of outright global 


dominance. He is 
pushing througha 
reorganisation of the US 
Var Waco: liCohwal ace) 
intervene more freely. 

He is like a gambling 
junkie whose response 
to a setback is to go for 
more risky bets. 

But the quagmire in 
lraq and Palestine 
creates a space to push 
back that war drive. 


States such as Japan 
and Thailand—uS allies— 
say they are now reluctant 
iCok-T-JaTohigele) ol-aiolie-(e B 

Poland has 
redeployed its small 
number of troops away 
from “high risk” areas 
Elcel late =r-(elatel- (em 

The Spanish 
government—a solid 
supporter of the war—is 
under pressure to pull its 


744 troops out after one 
was shot dead last week. 

HAV 0) [eXe) o) Loki tle] ance) 
it al-Melexete] of-1t(e) aE) 
growing in Britain andin 
the US. 

The global anti-war 
movement shook our 
rulers on 15 February. 

The international day 
of action on 27 
September is a chance to 
squeeze them further. 


Mahmoud Abbas. 

So after Israel’s 
assassination of Abu Shanab 
last week the US merely called 
on Israel to “take into account 
the effect that actions they take 
have on the peace process”. 

But they demanded that 
Abbas take “immediate steps 
to dismantle terrorist 
capabilities”. 

Some figures in the US 
government so strongly back 
the most right wing forces in 
Israel that they want to see 
Israel expand its power as part 
of a US strategy of dominating 
the Middle East. 

Others want Israel to make 
a few concessions so the US can 
gain some credibility as a 
peacemaker. But none of them 
are prepared to put serious 
pressure on Ariel Sharon’s 
government, which believes it 
can destroy Palestinian 
aspirations through force. 


Rumsfeld (left)—still dreams of global dominance 


6 SOCIALIST WORKER 30 August 2003 


SEND TO PO BOX 82 LONDON E3 3LH| PHONE 020 7538 0828 | FAX 020 7538 0140 


We 1 ORS Ses Velcreell 


Wrong on 
Class and 
revolution? 


JOHN REES is right to 
criticise the government 
(Socialist Worker, 2 August). 
But he seems to forget political 
realities, especially when 
talking of “‘cross-class 
alliances”. 

We must remember that 
socialism is defined by 
principles and aims, such as 
true equality, not by methods, 
such as revolution. 

Socialism is the aim to 
improve the community of 
man as a whole, primarily by 
helping those who are most 
disadvantaged in society. 

To refuse to use the existing 
system is self defeating. Marx 
wrote in 1879, “If in England 
or the United States, for 
example, the working class 
were to gain a majority in 
parliament or congress, then it 
could by legal means set aside 
the laws and structures that lie 
in its way.” 

What Marx meant by 
“revolution” need not be 
violent or illegal. 

There are middle and 
upper class socialists, just as 
there are working class Tories. 
This diversity means that we, 
as socialists, should engage in 
the very form of “cross-class 
alliances” that Rees abhors. 

The great thing about the 
Stop the War Coalition is its 
diversity. 

While support for 
revolution seems lacking, we 
must mobilise those to the 
left of New Labour through 
elections or by 
demonstrating widespread 
left wing opposition. Without 
unity the left is nothing. 

Will Haydock 
Wiltshire 


Marx: still being debated 


BA checking off 


workers’ 


IN YOUR report on the BA 
staff walkout (Socialist 
Worker, 26 July) there was a 
reference to the new 
government-inspired 
Criminal Record Check 
scheme. 

It went live at the 
beginning of July, and affects 
all airport workers holding an 
airside pass. 

Workers with convictions 
for arange of offences still on 
their records stand to lose 
their pass, and most likely 
their job. 

Anti-terrorist legislation 
was introduced in 2000. 

The government 
extended its remit as part of 
crime prevention across the 
aviation industry. 

At the heart of this 
strategy was the belief that 
people with criminal records 
have “tendencies” which 


BNP thugs can’t bury 


culture 


ALLIS not rosy in the BNP. 

The tensions between the national 
high command and the Burnley branch 
have been exposed by the out of favour 
Nazi councillor Luke Smith. 

This is in part due to the alleged 
glassing of a steward by Smith at this 
year’s Red, White and Blue “carnival”. 

Smith claimed the leadership was 
jealous of Burnley. He was keen to ask 
Fuhrer Griffin and other BNP leaders 
why he had treated them so badly over 
the past year and not given them credit 
for their “achievements”. 

Griffin didn’t want the conversation 
and one of his heavies stepped in. Blows 
were exchanged and, in the words of 
Luke Smith, “he came off second”’. 

The main cause of the rift isn’t just 
jealousy, as they claim. 

Since Griffin came to power he has 
tried to mould the BNP into a 
seemingly respectable group, ditching 
the old skinheads and jackboots for the 
“brute in a suit” look. 

This has worked at the ballot box. 
But not everyone is comfortable about 
this makeover, and this includes the 
Burnley branch. 

Several times over the past year 
they have invited ex-leader John 
Tyndall to address meetings, to the 
disgust of Griffin. Tyndall was 
expelled from the BNP two weeks ago. 

Such open dissent by Griffin’s most 
successful branch had to be put down. 
Steve Smith, Luke Smith’s uncle and 
Burnley organiser, was ousted from his 
role in the party. 

Luke Smith has already been banned 
from Burnley FC for life following a 
conviction for football hooliganism. 

Griffin hauled him before a 
disciplinary hearing. Smith has now 
resigned as a councillor. 

After the alleged assault, Griffin 
said he wouldn’t tolerate thuggish 
behaviour in the BNP. 

Was Griffin trying to replace 
Bernard Manning and inject some 
humour into the proceedings? 

This whole unsavoury incident 
highlights yet again just how easily the 
mask of respectability can slip, and 
show up the Nazi BNP for what they 
really are. 

Matthew Hartley 
Blackburn 


rights 


lead them to compromise 
safety at airports. 

Many workers will lose 
their jobs as a result of this 
measure, which is bad 
enough. But there are even 
more worrying 
consequences. 

Previously employers 
could exercise some 
discretion when employees 
got in trouble. 

The unions could 
negotiate for staff incurring 
criminal records. Now the 
situation is much more rigid. 

This represents a 
fundamental erosion of 
workers’ rights. 

Unions need to keep up 
the pressure on this wretched 
government, and to thus 
prevent the unjust and 
unnecessary job losses that 
will otherwise take place. 
Gatwick airport worker 


violence 


Luke Smith’s celebrations were short-lived 


@THE BNP’s victory in the recent by- 
election in Heckmondwike, West 
Yorkshire, came against a backdrop of 
unprecedented levels of intimidation. 
Two days prior to polling day the 
BNP issued thousands of leaflets across 
the ward threatening to sue local anti- 
racists for calling them “Nazis”! We 
responded with hundreds of leaflets 
offering to defend our stance in any 
court. We’ve yet to hear from them. 
Everywhere the BNP appear we have 
to challenge and expose them as Nazis. 
Many of the people we’ve spoken to 
who actually voted for the BNP feel 
completely let down by the Labour 


Gays can have no 
faith in new laws 


WE MIGHT have come a 
long way in fighting 
discrimination in the last few 
decades, but we must be 
constantly vigilant. 

New changes to the law 
look set to effectively 
legalise workplace 
discrimination on the basis 
of sexual orientation. 

The Joint Committee on 
Statutory Instruments 
recently met to consider the 
draft legislation on equality 
in employment. 

Teaching unions are very 
concerned that the 
regulations add significant 
exemptions from protection 
from dismissal on the 
grounds of sexual 
orientation. 

This means that not only 
prospective but also current 
employees could be legally 
discriminated against or 


This has major 
faith schools and 


academies. 


schools. 


are continuously 


rights. 
Martin Edmonds 


even dismissed purely on 
the basis of their sexual 
orientation if the employer 
can demonstrate a “genuine 
occupational requirement”. 


implications for teachers 
and other staff employed in 


Organisations with a 
“religious ethos” employ 
around 200,000 people, 
100,000 of them in faith 


This issue is one which 
all trade unionists and 
socialists should be 
becoming very vocal about. 

These insidious and 
creeping changes to the law 


undermining much of our 
civil liberties, freedoms and 


Picture: PA Photos 


government. 

Labour are so out of touch that one 
local councillor on the eve of the 
election told me that they would “walk 
it” with 50 percent of the vote. 

Those involved in trade unions and 
the labour movement need to begin talks 
with local Labour parties urgently. 

Our aim over the coming months 
must be to build the broad-based mass 
movement that can challenge the BNP 
and counter racism. And when we do 
crush the Nazis, we must make sure 
they don’t get back up. 

Terry McKay 


I Look at 
Lenin 


CHRIS NINEHAM suggested 
ina meeting at Marxism that 
we read Lenin’s book State 
and Revolution. He is right to 
remind us of this Marxist 
classic. 

Lenin says the workers’ 
state must be democratic ina 
new way for the proletariat and 
the propertyless, and 
dictatorial in anew way against 
the bourgeoisie. 

Lenin explains that 
bourgeois states are, in the 
final analysis, the dictatorship 
of the bourgeoisie. The 
transition from capitalism to 
communism will “yield toa 
tremendous abundance and 
variety of political forms, but 
the essence will inevitably be 
the same—the dictatorship of 
the proletariat”. 

The dictatorship of the 
proletariat was key to Marx. 
Jamie Rankin 
Twickenham 


YOUR VIEW eee 


Can my mate 
beat his boss? 


A FAMILY friend recently 
asked for my advice. 

Her husband, who 
came to live here from 
Pakistan last year, has not 
been paid for the last few 
months. 

He works in a local 
food production 
company and his boss is 
taking advantage of his 
lack of citizenship. And 
his boss knows he will 


Exploited food workers — 


find it difficult to find 
another job. 

| suggested going to 
the Citizens Advice 
Bureau, the low pay unit 
or forming a union. Any 
other suggestions? 
Geoff 
Middlesbrough 


Theatre for us, 
not Tory toffs 


THE CHELSEA Theatre is 
supposed to serve the 
poor and disadvantaged, 
the working class on the 
neighbouring World’s 
End Estate who suffer 
the ravages of poverty 
and unemployment. 

Instead this outfit has 
been hijacked by a 
collection of greedy, fat 
cat Tories. They have 
taken senior positions in 
the organisation. They 
plan to turn the popular 
resource into a pub, and 
then luxury flats. 

Don’t trust the Tories. 
Chelsea Theatre 
deserves much better. 

E Dawson 
World’s End Estate, London 


Hutton to try 
bully bosses? 


| AM pleased to report 
that Lord Hutton may 
indeed touch on 
important issues relating 
to death of Dr Kelly. 

Neglected areas such 
as bullying at work, the 
rise in stress, depressive 
illness and suicide have 
been raised with Lord 
Hutton by myself in 
correspondence. 

The secretaries have 
confirmed his thanks and 
said they will be 
considered in the inquiry. 

Socialist Worker may 
give comfort to those 
subject to bullying by 
more discussion. 

Patrick Cooper Duffy 
London 


Where are the 
poems of today? 


DELIGHTED TO read 
extracts from Mike 
Rosen’s talk on poetry at 
Marxism (Socialist 
Worker, 9 August), but 
surprised at the absence 
of poems written during 
recent struggles—against 


war on Iraq, against the 
poll tax, in support of the 
miners. 

Many people will be 
displaying their verbal 
skills during National 
Poetry Week in October. 
Poetry Week could 
provide a platform for 
asylum seekers, school 
students and anyone 
else who wants to rant 
against the system. All 
that is needed is local 
support and publicity. 
Julie Boston 
Bristol 


Poetry with 
radical roots 


JUST TO let you know 
about a poetry and roots 
festival, Say It Loud, 
which provides a radical 
platform for poets and a 
poetry audience in St 
Pauls, Bristol. 

If you can somehow 
give the festival a mention 
that would be brilliant. 
Rupert Hopkins 
Bristol 


Setting terms 
of the debate 


WHAT A shame that Alex 
Callinicos spoiled a 
fascinating article on 
superstition (Socialist 
Worker, 16 July) by 
misusing the word 
“schizophrenia”. 

This is a medical term 
referring to a dreamy 
state of mind punctuated 
by occasional 
hallucinations. As a 
schizophrenic | find its 
misuse annoying. 

Mark Donaldson 
by e-mail 


Remember the 
other 9/11 


WE will soon be told by 
politicians and the media 
to remember the events of 
11 September 2001. 

But 11 September this 
year will also be significant 
in another respect. It will 
be the 30th anniversary of 
the brutal CIA-backed 
coup against the Socialist 
government of Salvadore 
Allende in Chile, when 
thousands were murdered 
or “disappeared”. 

This was an example of 
US “regime change” 30 
years ago. 

In Swansea we are 
going to be organising a 
forum to mark the 


Pinochet: the US’s friend 


anniversary with Mike 
Gonzalez and local 
Chilean exiles. 

| hope Socialist Worker 
readers across Britain will 
be staging similar events. 
Leigh Richards 
Swansea 
Socialist Worker will be 
carrying an article on 13 
September on the Chilean 
coup. 
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Socialist Alliance supporters in Brent last Sunday: Charlie Pottins (top left), mapping out the campaign (bottom left), and Andy Lau (above) with Liz Wheatley 


Key post-war test 
for New Labour 


Socialist Alliance steps up a gear as west London vote 
called for 18 September 


THE LABOUR Party has called 
the by-election in Brent East, west 
London, for 18 September. 

It will be a key test for New 
Labour, taking place in the middle 
of the Hutton inquiry. 

In the last election the Labour 
candidate got 60 percent of the 
vote. The Tories came second 
with just 13 percent and the Lib- 
eral Democrats came in third with 
10 percent of the vote. 

Things could be very different 
this time around. The Liberal De- 
mocrats are seeking to boost their 
chances by posing as an anti-war 
party, even though their opposition 
to war lasted only until it started. 

Some in the Labour Party have 
tried to suggest Labour candidate 
Robert Evans opposed the war. But 
Labour have taken a Basil Fawlty 
approach—they don’t mention the 
war in any of their literature. 


Not afraid to 
speak truth 


THE Socialist Alliance is 
refusing to go along with 
ascare whipped up by 
the mainstream parties 
about young people 
causing trouble on local 
estates. 

The promises on 
Labour’s website are 
about increasing the 
powers of the police and 
beating the “yob 


culture”. Itaccuses the 
Liberal Democrats of 
being “soft on yobs”. 

Cheryl Townsendisa 
community leader who 
is speaking ata rally for 
Brian Butterworth. She 
explained the need fora 
campaign that does not 
scapegoat young black 
people: 

“| want a campaign 
which puts forward 
alternatives to current 
policies on crime— 
better youth facilities, 


Evans’s campaign manager is 
New Labour bruiser Jim Fitz- 
patrick, MP for Poplar & Canning 
Town and ex-firefighter. 

Fitzpatrick’s old workmates 
widely condemned him during the 
firefighters’ dispute for his enthu- 
siastic support for government at- 
tacks on them. 


A different candidate 
Brian Butterworth is standing for 
the Socialist Alliance. Alf Filer, 
former Brent Labour branch secre- 
tary and an organiser of Brian’s 
campaign, explained why Brian is 
different from the other candidates: 

“The campaign around Social- 
ist Alliance supporter Brian But- 
terworth is attracting growing 
support in Brent. 

“The three establishment par- 
ties make counter-claims against 
each other over who can clean up 


better pensions. 

“The mainstream 
parties have created the 
situation of crime on our 
estates. They call young 
people ‘yobs’, whichis 
an insult. | call them hard 
to reach. 

“The system creates 
‘failures’ by excluding 
pupils from school when 
they have problems. 

“Racism plays a 
strong role in how 
people are treated. | have 
seen mixed race 


the streets. 

“They all voted for privatising 
and contracting out the street 
cleaning services along with 
nearly everything else. 

“We are raising the issues they 
would prefer everyone to forget. 

“The illegal occupation of Iraq 
and the injustices dealt out to the 
Palestinians go hand in hand with 
our campaign against privatisa- 
tion, in defence of asylum seekers, 
and against racism and fascism. 

“The message is clear—Brent 
East Socialist Alliance and Brian 
Butterworth stand for justice for 
all, the defence of public services 
and no to war. 

“We agree with Tony Benn 
when he suggested that all cam- 
paigning groups should come into 
Brent East to raise all these issues 
and others. 

“Brent East used to be one of 


school. 


same. 


children get treated 
differently according to 
whether their black 
parent or their white 
parent turns up to 


“Itis society that 
creates the ‘yob culture’. 
Black, white and Asian 
youngsters dress the 
same and listen to the 
same music—but they 
don’t get treated the 


“I know youngsters 
who never thought of 


the safest Labour seats. Well, we 
will see about that on 18 Septem- 
ber, the election night. 

“In the meantime, people who 
previously felt that elections were 
a waste of time are out campaign- 
ing enthusiastically for us. 


More than election 

“Stop the war activists, ex Labour 
Party members, trade unionists 
and many others representing the 
broad make-up of the area are de- 
termined to show you can fight 
back. 

“We have already leafleted 
nearly the whole constituency. 
Now we are planning to hit the 
workplaces, like North West 
London College, the bus garages, 
the schools and the post offices. 

“There is a campaign against 
the closure of Brondesbury post 
office. We want to throw ourselves 


before they were 


anything on youth 


there is race 


this country. 


street life or gang culture 


excluded from school. 
“The mainstream 
parties don’t offer us 


facilities, pensions or 
housing. Labour keep 
praising themselves and 
not facing the reality. 

“It is time for a party 
which is not afraid to say 


discrimination and there 
is class discrimination in 


into that and the question of decent 
pay for postal workers. 

“We are going to make contact 
with pensioners’ groups and ten- 
ants’ associations. 

“We may not have the finance 
and admin back-up of the big 
party machines, but we do have 
people who are growing in confi- 
dence in this election. 

“Whatever happens on election 
night, we will not be going away. 
The Brent and Harrow Socialist 
Alliance will be building for the 
forthcoming Greater London As- 
sembly and European Parliament 
elections. 

“Nor are we intending to just 
be an electoral machine. We will 
continue to build the anti-war 
movement, campaign in defence 
of asylum seekers, and seek wider 
support through trade union and 
community activities.” 


“Brian Butterworth 
can do very well. He 
needs to keep asking the 
right questions—why 
are so many young black 
in prison and so few in 
college? Why do people 
who need the most get 
the least? 

“The Socialist 
Alliance has to reach out 
to people who don’t 
usually vote, to make 
them feel empowered, 
and that it is worthwhile 
making the effort.” 


THEY SAY 


THE SOCIALIST Alliance has 
called a national day of action 
in Brent this Sunday, 31 
August. 

Some Socialist Alliance 
supporters who were out 
campaigning last weekend 
told Socialist Worker why 
people should come and 
campaign in Brent. 

Charlie Pottins, a porter and 
TGWU union member, says: 

“We have to make a startin 
showing an alternative to New 
Labour. This area has been so 
let down by them. 

“After the huge movement 
on the streets against the war, 
we cannot let Labour go 
unchallenged in this election. 

“| remember in the 1960s 
this was an industrial area and 
the trade unions were strong. 
We have to rebuild some of 
that confidence, and this 
campaign can help do that.” 


Socialist 
Alliance 


Andy Lau, a student, says: 

“It is good to take part and 
give a voice to ordinary 
people. Labour have done 
nothing for poor people, just 
for big business. 

“They have got a second 
term, but they still haven’t 
done anything for ordinary 
people. They say alot but do 
little. We have less freedoms 
today than we used to have.” 


Vote for Brian 
Butterworth 


For peace and Vote ; 
Socialist 


public services 
Alliance 


Against war 
and privatisation on 18 September 


James, whois alsoa 
student, says: 

“One of the first things 
Labour did when they got into 
office was bring in tuition fees. 

“Now they want to bringin 
top-up fees of £3,000, and 
that’s just in the first 
instance. 

“It is elitism. It will meana 
good education for the rich 
and a worse education for the 
poor. Young people should 
get involved with the Socialist 
Alliance.” 


Ne wer=lk 
e-hyeom-eu en! 
SUse=\acneNbe bsie 
(Coi-auehb e=ir-iai-ae3)t) 
(Cilio ale shodas\© aa) 
elite aoe 

Qooosite WillesinG-en ©, 
any time he twen 

11 .30am amd 4m. 

xog@ (0 aclameli-inlomoson= 
020 7609 2999 


Ral yfor 
[sacalaSuacaomtal 
Monday 15 Sap tenber 


Pdkis tan Comunity Centre 
7.30an 

Paul Foo tKen Leech, Lomse 
de alciul-anmv-oaei\le@-aer 
Cer yTounsend, Asad 
Ioaits @ealinigesBsiiedal: cols 'al= a) 
RBittewar th 


8 SOCIALIST WORKER 30 August 2003 


WHAT SOCIALISTS SAY 


THE Communist Manifesto, 
| suggested last week, 
identified the new forces 
being unleashed by modern 
capitalism. 

Marx’s classic pamphlet 
argued that capitalism also 
created a new exploited 
class, the “proletariat’—the 
modern working class. 

Unlike previous exploited 
classes, workers have no 
property, and can only live by 
working for capital, selling 
their labour power in the 
market like any other 
commodity. Fear of 
unemploymentis a 
permanent threat. 

But capitalism also forces 
workers together in large 
workplaces, where they are 
organised like armies, 
“under the command of a 
perfect hierarchy of officers 
and sergeants”. 

They are “wage slaves”— 
bossed around at work, 
compelled to serve the 
capitalist machines. Marx 
describes their condition as 
“despotism”. The working 
class grows with capitalism, 
gathering into its ranks many 
who are displaced by 
competition. 

As capital expands, so 
does the struggle of workers 
against it. Out of this struggle 
they build trade unions and 
parties. 

For Marx, the expanding 
working class is the only 
“really revolutionary class”. It 
has the greatest interest in 
challenging capitalist power. 

Because of the way itis 
concentrated together in 
cities and workplaces, it also 
has a new capacity for self 
organisation and struggle. It 
is the most capable exploited 
class in history. 


Broad tendencies 

The old “middle” classes, 
based in small-scale 
production, were—Marx 
suggested—destined to 
shrink in their relative size. 
Insofar as they still 
maintained a distinctive 
politics, they would tend to 
be conservative. 

Itis sometimes suggested 
that Marx “reduced” the 
complexity of modern social 
relations to a simple conflict 
between capitalists and 
workers. George Monbiot, 
whose critique of Marxism | 
discussed last week, makes 
this argument. 

In fact what Marx was 
analysing were broad 
tendencies of development 
within capitalism. This 
analysis of how capitalism 
worked is not a programme, 
as if Marx wanted these 
things to happen! 

George also argues that 
Stalin was a careful follower 
of Marx and set out to 
eliminate anyone who didn’t 
“fit conveniently into the 
industrial proletariat’. 

Yet Stalin was the 
murderer of Marxists. And 
Marx argued that itis 
capitalism that tends to 
eliminate peasants, 
aristocrats, artisans and 
shopkeepers and the like. 

Marx, suggests George, 
was even in favour of 
exterminating the 
“lumpenproletariat, which 
came to include indigenous 
people”. 

This is simply false. 
Marx’s co-author Engels, in 


Don’t blame Marx 
for capitalism 


COLIN BARKER 
continues his defence 
of Marx’s Communist 

Manifesto 


his book The Origin of the 
Family, praised such 
peoples for the equality and 
dignity with which they 
treated women—not quite 
the same as demanding their 
“disposal”. 

George also says of Marx, 
“By personalising 
oppression as ‘the 
bourgeoisie’ he introduced 
the justification for 
numberless atrocities. 

“Even today, it is hard to 
read The Communist 
Manifesto without wanting to 
go out and shoot a member 
of the bourgeoisie, in the 
hope of obtaining freedom 
from oppression.” 

Well, George’s own book 
is full of criticism of the “rich” 
and the “powerful”, but | 
wouldn’t accuse him of 
inciting individual violence 
against them! 


Diametric opposites 
Two things are clear. 

The first we’ve already 
mentioned. Marx identified a 
tendency—for old classes to 
be displaced by capitalist 
development. But to translate 
that into a positive demand 
that Marx made is silly. It’s like 
blaming a weather forecaster 
for malevolently causing rain! 

The second is that not 
everyone who calls 
themselves a Marxistis a 
Marxist. 

Stalin claimed to be a 
Marxist, so he must have 
been, runs the argument. 

Never mind that Marx was 
an egalitarian, while Stalin 
attacked egalitarianism. 
Marx sympathised with the 
peasants, Stalin stole their 
land. Marx was a democrat, 
Stalin brutally suppressed 
democracy. Marx favoured 
higher wages, Stalin cut 
them. Marx said workers 
have no country, Stalin said 
they must be patriotic. Marx 
was an atheist, Stalin turned 
him into anicon. 

This simply won’t do. 
These differences are 
important—Marx and Stalin 
were diametric opposites on 
key questions, and it makes 
no sense to call Stalin any 
kind of Marxist. 

It makes far more sense 
instead to see that Stalin’s 
conservative politics rose out 
of the defeat and 
degeneration of the Russian 
Revolution, and converted 
Russia to an anti-communist 
and state capitalist path. 
That’s where the roots of 
Stalin’s tyranny lay. 

Next week: Marx’s politics 


The 
Communist 


Manifesto 
by Karl: Marx:& 


Frederick-Engels 


With a new. introduction 
by Chris. Harman 


£1 from Bookmarks— 
020 7637 1848 or 
www.bookmarks.uk.com 


WAS THIS 


ENOUGH 
TO START 
A WAR? 


Glen Rangwala 7s a politics lecturer at 
Newnham College, Cambridge. He exposed the 
government's February dossier as based on a 
student's outdated thesis. He spoke to Socialist 
Worker about the Hutton inquiry and the 
latest developments in Iraq 


HE HUTTON inquiry 
has revealed fascinating 
documents and_ testi- 
mony. Of course, the in- 
quiry is examining only 
the relations between 
the intelligence infor- 
mation and the prime minister, which 
was a very small part of the whole 
question of the build-up to the war, 
and Dr Kelly is only a small part of 
this picture. 

But the inquiry has already shown 
the disquiet among senior officials 
about the way the case for war was 
presented. Dr Kelly was one of these 
people. 

In March 2002 he gave a lecture 
where he said that there was no con- 
vincing evidence that Iraq still had 
chemical and biological weapons. 

This suggests that he could not 
have believed what appeared in the 
dossier. Whatever the inquiry discov- 
ers, we know for certain that the gov- 
ernment misled the public in the 
run-up to the war. 

To take one example, the most high 
profile defector from Iraq was Hus- 
sein Kamel, Saddam Hussein’s son in 
law and director of Iraq’s weapons 
programmes. 

He told UN inspectors and British 
intelligence agencies in 1995 that Iraq 
had no more prohibited weapons. 

Yet the dossier produced last Sep- 
tember repeated claims that UN re- 
ports said that Iraq still had stocks of 
chemical and biological agents, and 
weapons produced before the Gulf 
War of 1991. 

There is no UN report after 1994 
that claims that Iraq continued to 
possess weapons of mass destruc- 
tion. Everyone in the intelligence cir- 
cles knows this. 

The fact this claim could appear in 
a document which claims to be based 
on intelligence sources is a clear sign 
that the information was “pumped 
up” for political purposes, to support 
the case for an invasion. 

It is not just that pro-war politi- 
cians have abused material provided 
by the intelligence officers. 

The process of intelligence gather- 
ing is not an objective process. 


DAVID KAY 

Iraq Survey Group 

‘It is likely that the ISG will 
come up with “evidence” 
that will be seized upon by 
Blair’ 


The reality is that the politicians 
wanted a case for war and the intelli- 
gence services were sent out to con- 
struct a case. This does not mean they 
simply produced direct untruths, but 
there is a sifting and an interpretation 
of material. 

All the “information” about chemi- 
cal and biological weapons, weapons 
of mass destruction, Iraqi military ca- 
pability and so on have to be viewed 
in this context of a political case for a 
political purpose. 

One example is the way that the 
Blair government talked up suspi- 
cions and portrayed hypothetical pos- 
sibilities as terrifying facts. 

UN inspectors discovered that Iraq 
had destroyed some or all of its stocks 
of anthrax and botulinum in 1991. But 
they did not know the precise amounts 
destroyed. 

They knew that some anthrax 
growth media had been burnt and 
buried in bulk at a site next to the 
production facility at al-Hakam. 
There was no way—and there never 
will be—to tell absolutely precisely 
from the soil samples the amount 
destroyed. 

UN inspectors recorded this ma- 
terial as unaccounted for. 

They could not say for certain it 
was destroyed, but they did not 
know if any still existed. 

Yet British government statements 
suggested that absolutely none had 


JACK STRAW 

‘Before the war Blair, Bush 
and Straw made speeches 
that went far beyond 
anything that appears in the 
dossiers’ 


been destroyed, and that the full quan- 
tities were stockpiles that Iraq was 
hiding from the inspectors. 

Most of the attention recently has 
been on the claims about Iraq in the 
dossiers that were produced in Sep- 
tember 2002 and February 2003. 

These are important. But in the 
months before the war Blair, Bush and 
Straw made speeches where what 
they said went far beyond anything 
that appears in the dossiers. 


Constantly cropping up 

For example the claims about the 
precise size of the stocks of anthrax 
does not appear in the dossiers but it 
was used in the parliamentary de- 
bates, particularly by Jack Straw on 
17 March. 

Two days before the war began, 
when he was desperate to win the 
Commons vote, Blair’s speech in- 
cluded a quote from a recently re- 
leased UN document. 

He told MPs that Iraq had had 
plans to ““weaponise” the deadly nerve 
agent VX. In fact the quote was from 
a background, historical section of the 
report, on Iraq’s policy before 1991. 

But in the debate on the crucial war 
vote, MPs would have got the impres- 
sion that Iraq had an ongoing pro- 
gramme for VX. This cannot have 
been an honest mistake. 

The arguments over Iraq’s alleged 
weapons of mass destruction are far 


from over. In a few weeks the Iraq 
Survey Group (ISG) will publish its 
report. 

The ISG is the CIA-led team of “in- 
vestigators” who have been searching 
Iraq for weapons of mass destruction. 
The UN inspectors were of course not 
allowed to continue their work. 

The ISG is headed by David Kay, 
who used to be vice-president of an 
important defence firm, Science Ap- 
plications International Corp, which 
has made large profits from the war 
on Iraq. 

He was constantly cropping up on 
US TV networks prior to the war, to 
tell audiences how dangerous Iraq’s 
weapons are. He knows that he would 
have no credibility in future if he 
admits that in fact Iraq had few if any 
prohibited programmes. 

It is very likely that the ISG will 
come up with “evidence” that will be 
seized upon by Blair. Helpfully for 
him the report will probably come just 
before the Labour Party conference. 

We will have to examine that 
report very carefully. It may say, for 
example, that there were “pro- 
grammes” to produce weapons. It 
would be remarkable if, as with most 
governments, Iraq was not interested 
in chemical and biological weapons. 

But serious programmes to pro- 
duce them require much more. They 
need a physical infrastructure and 
continuing research and develop- 
ment. We have seen no evidence for 
this so far. 

The ISG may say that Iraq had fac- 
tories to produce chlorine and phenol, 
as Blair trumpeted in his dossier from 
September 2002. But, although these 
could be used militarily, they are also 
staples of any industrial society. 

Already there are attempts to make 
the ISG sound more independent by 
Blair. 

He referred to the ISG as the “In- 
ternational Survey Group” (not the 
“Traq Survey Group”). This gives the 
impression that it is not just a bunch of 
US and British handpicked people. 

It is very important that the gov- 
ernment has not got away with its 
lies. It probably expected there would 
be a quick victory, cheering in the 


streets of Iraq and then any later reve- 
lations about the case for war could 
be brushed aside. 

But this has not happened. 

There are strong bodies, like the 
Stop the War Coalition, which have 
kept up the pressure on the govern- 
ment. Newspapers like the Mirror, 
the Guardian and the Independent 
which took a stand against the war 
will continue to publish material 
which justifies that opposition. 

And the events in Iraq itself mean 
the government cannot easily shrug 
off what was said in the run-up to 
war. 

The continuing resentment at the 
occupying forces, the loss of life, the 
lack of basic services—all of this 
throws attention back to the reasons 
why the war took place. 

We can also see very clearly now 
just what damage the sanctions on 
Iraq caused. 

They were undoubtedly useful 
militarily, depriving Iraq of the re- 
sources necessary to create a modern 
military machine. 

There was hardly any army to 
fight when the US and Britain in- 
vaded this time. 

After the 1991 war electricity and 
water were restored in a matter of 
weeks. But this time it is much more 
difficult because Iraq has been bled 
dry by 12 years of sanctions. 

There are no spare parts, many of 
the experts have left, and there is no 
functioning civil service because 
there was no money to pay them. 

As well as the appalling human 
cost, Iraq was so weakened by sanc- 
tions that the shock of the war caused 
catastrophic collapse. 

It is remarkable that one of the ar- 
guments Blair used to justify the war 
was the effects of sanctions. Yet of 
course Blair had allowed those sanc- 
tions to be imposed. 

The resistance to the occupation 
flows from the sense that the Iraqi 
people do not have any real democ- 
racy or ownership of what is going on. 

Unless this changes then the tur- 
moil will continue. 

For more on the Iraq Survey Group 
and David Kay see page 4 
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HUTTON INQUIRY 


‘Weapons of mass 
destruction were not 
a reason for going to 
war, they were the 
excuse to go to war.’ 


THIS DEVASTATING truth is 
revealed in a confidential 
memo, released by the 
Hutton inquiry into the death 
of weapons expert Dr David 
Kelly. 

It was written on 2 July this 
year by a former chief of 
defence intelligence, Air 
Marshal Sir John Walker, and 
was sent to parliament’s 
Foreign Affairs Select 
Committee. 

Walker was the deputy 
chair of the government’s 
Joint Intelligence Committee 
(JIC) from 1991 to 1994. 

The JIC is the body which 
drew up the infamous dossier 
on lraq’s weapons last 
September. 

In two confidential memos 
to MPs Walker tears apart the 
case for war. 

“Uppermost in the reason 
to go to war’, Walker begins, 
“was the assertion that Iraq 
possessed WMD [weapons 
of mass destruction] able to 
be employed within 45 
minutes and presenting a 
threat to the UK and its 
interests.” 

He says that the 45 
minute claim was 
“unacceptable” and 
concludes, “If |raqi WMD 
existed, they were not used 
when the very existence of 
the state was at risk. 

“The UN inspectors found 
no evidence. For two months 
since the ceasefire, with the 
best of intelligence, no 
evidence has been 
uncovered. 

“With hundreds, maybe 
thousands of people, from the 
highest to the lowest, who 
would have known of a WMD 
programme available to 
interrogators, still no 
evidence emerges.” 


Decision made last autumn 
Walker’s second memo 
argues that the decision to go 
to war had already been 
taken last autumn. 

He points out that “post 
summer 2002” a “change in 
the pattern of targeting 
became noticeable” in US and 
British air operations over 
Iraq. 

The new pattern made no 
sense except “to prepare the 
battlefield” for invasion. 

“Such operations are not 
the figment, or the 
authorisation of some 
underling. The policy would 
have been changed at the 
highest level.” 

Walker concludes, “The 
nation was committed to war 
in the late summer, early 
autumn of 2002. 

“Thereafter the whole 
process of reason, other 
reason, yet other reason, 
humanitarian, morality, 
regime change, terrorism, 
finally, imminent WMD 
attack...was merely covering 
fire. 

“It was not a reason for 
going to war; it was the 


Lies are — 
unravelling 


excuse to go to war. Then, 
the 45 minute WMD threat 
falls neatly into place.” 

Walker’s criticism of the 
government has until now 
been secret. But in June of 
this year Blair and his gang 
went ballistic when they read 
press reports that other 
senior intelligence figures 
and top weapons experts 
were challenging 
government claims on Iraq’s 
weapons. 


Witch-hunt to silence Kelly 
Blair claimed two trailers 
found in Iraq were mobile 
labs for chemical and 
biological weapons. Press 
reports quoted a “top 
weapons expert” dismissing 
this claim. 

That expert was Kelly, and 
immediately the Blair gang 
launched their witch-hunt to 
unmask and silence him. 

The BBC’s now famous 
reports that the Iraq dossier 
last September had been 
“sexed up” also terrified Blair 
and those around him. 

When the witch-hunt finally 
spooked Kelly to come 
forward he was subject to 
repeated grillings. 

Eventually Kelly was 
forced to testify at two 
parliamentary committees. 

The government hoped 
Kelly, after severe arm- 
twisting and disciplinary 
threats, would back up the 
government's story. 

In part he did, although 
testimonies at the Hutton 
inquiry show that Kelly was 
not telling the truth. 


Questions blocked 

The government blocked 
MPs from asking Kelly 
anything that might be 
embarrassing. 

Defence secretary Geoff 
Hoon wrote, “I presume Dr 
Kelly will be questioned only 
on those matters which are 
directly relevant to the claims 
made by Andrew Gilligan and 
not on the wider issue of Iraqi 
WMD and the preparation of 
the dossier.” 

The government knew 
Kelly did not believe the 
claims on Iraq’s weapons, 
and if pressed may have said 
so. 

Hoon’s top civil servant, Sir 
Kevin Tebbitt, warned that 
Kelly “might say some 
uncomfortable things”. 

The truth is slowly 
emerging as the Hutton 
inquiry proceeds. 

It is clear that when Blair 
met George Bush in the US 
on 8 September last year the 
decision to go to war was 
made. 

In the days immediately 
afterwards a frenzy of e-mails 
and memos flew around 
Downing Street and Whitehall 
“sexing up” the Iraq dossier. 

Now all the lies are 
unravelling, and Blair and his 
gang are in trouble. 

Millions of people knew 
Blair was lying and opposed 
the war. 

Now millions more who 
believed or half-believed his 
claims know he was lying 
too, and are questioning 
what the war was really 
about. 
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DEBATE IN THE MOVEMENT 


N TWO weeks time repre- 
sentatives of the world’s 
governments will gather in 
Cancun, Mexico, for a cru- 
cial meeting of the World 
Trade Organisation (WTO). 

The collapse of the WTO meet- 
ing in Seattle almost four years ago, 
amid protests outside and rows 
inside, marked the emergence of the 
worldwide movement against cor- 
porate globalisation. 

Cancun will certainly see demonstra- 
tions outside, and bitter arguments inside. 
A key issue will be trade in agricultural 
products, and agricultural subsidies. 

The world’s major powers, the US and 
the European Union, proclaim the virtues 
of “free” trade and trade “liberalisation”. 

In the name of this “neo-liberal” creed 
they demand countries open themselves 
up to US and European corporations. 

Everywhere this leads to a recipe 
based on the same basic ingredients— 
privatisation, welfare cuts, paying debt 
to international bankers, export produc- 
tion for the world market and a free hand 
for multinationals. 

To enforce the neo-liberal recipe the 
world’s major powers use bodies like the 
WTO, the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) and the World Bank. 

Yet a stinking hypocrisy lies at the 
heart of this dogma. Those who preach it 
the loudest are the worst sinners against 
their own commandments. 

The US and European Union pour vast 
subsidies into ensuring that “their” 
agribusinesses can sell products, capture 
markets and make profits across the globe. 

They don’t care if, in the process, pro- 
ducers in poorer countries go to the wall 
and people are thrown into poverty. 

World Trade Organisation figures 
show that overall US subsidies in agri- 
culture were $67 billion in 1999. The Eu- 
ropean Union did even better, with some 
$86.6 billion. 

The US government pours $3 billion 
in subsidies into cotton production, 
equivalent to $230 an acre. 

That allows US producers to make 
profits while selling at low prices, so 
grabbing 40 percent of the global market. 

Meanwhile producers in Burkina Faso 
in Africa, who the IMF and World Bank 
encouraged to produce cotton for the 
world market, can’t compete with the US 
and go bankrupt. 

This is not an isolated case or an acci- 
dental effect. It is the entire aim of US 
and European Union policy. 

George Bush says the aim of US trade 
policy is that “we want to be selling our 
beef and our corn and our beans to people 
around the world”. 

The European Union is equally blunt. 
Its official policy is “to consolidate its po- 
sition as a major world exporter”. 

US and European subsidies are not 
about helping small farmers in those 
countries survive. 

They are handouts to big businesses 
which dominate agriculture in the US and 
Europe. The richest 20 percent of farmers 
in Britain get 80 percent of the subsidies 
from the European Union’s Common Agri- 
cultural Policy. 

Some have reacted to all this by fo- 
cusing on trade rules as the central factor 
to reducing global poverty. They argue 
that ending US and European Union agri- 
cultural subsidies is the key to tackling 
world poverty. 

This, they say, would create “a level 
playing field” in world trade, allowing 
poor countries to sell more, and so tackle 
poverty. 

Clare Short, the former New Labour 
development minister, was a hardline ad- 
vocate of this approach. 

Now even the charity Oxfam believes 
that this is the only way to topple global 
injustice. 

Oxfam cites the first of its “main 
policy goals” as “improving market access 
for poor countries and ending the cycle of 
subsidised agricultural overproduction and 
export dumping by rich countries”. 

But this kind of “free trade” is not the 
answer to the iniquities of the current 
system. To see why you only have to look 
at the world coffee market. 

Coffee is one agricultural product in 
which there is something approaching a 
“free market” or “level playing field”. 

Yet this has brought disaster for coffee 
farmers in poorer countries. 

The World Bank and IMF told coun- 
tries like Vietnam to produce coffee for 


Coffee growers in Nicaragua return to their homes after their 130 kilometre protest march last month. Their livelihoods 
have been devastated by the world market 
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Can free 
trade fix 
global 
poverty? 


export to earn cash to service debts. This 
resulted in ever more coffee being pro- 
duced and the global price falling. 

Big producers like Brazil responded 
by increasing production to maintain 
profits, fuelling a vicious spiral of col- 
lapsing global prices. 

This brought ruin and starvation to 
coffee producers in Central America and 
Africa. 

The five global coffee corporations— 
Nestlé, Kraft, Procter & Gamble, Sara 
Lee and the German-based Tchibo—have 
seen profits soar. 

Oxfam has rightly pointed out that 
“the coffee companies are laughing all 
the way to the bank. In the free market 
their global reach gives them unprece- 
dented options.” 

Meanwhile, it notes, “‘at the other end 
of the value chain the market does not feel 
so free.” That is the point. To focus on 
trade rules, and hopes of a “level playing 
field’’, does not address the central issue. 


Oxfam recognises when discussing 
the coffee crisis that “existing market- 
based solutions—Fair Trade and the de- 
velopment of speciality coffees” cannot 
solve the global problem. 

““A systemic not a niche solution is 
needed,” it rightly says. 

The reality of that “system” is a world 
dominated by giant corporations, and the 
powerful states and global institutions 
which serve them. 

There can be no “level playing field” 
between a giant corporation like Kraft, 
backed by the world’s powerful states 
and institutions, and impoverished coun- 
tries like Nicaragua or a small coffee 
farmer in Honduras. 

A football match between Real 
Madrid and a local pub team would not 
be a “fair” competition just because both 
teams abide by the same rules. 

This is not an argument for saying noth- 
ing can be done until we end global capi- 
talism. There are immediate measures that 


could begin to tackle global poverty. 

Sinking the WTO’s planned GATS 
agreement, which enforces privatisation 
of public services across the world, 
would be one. 

Blocking the TRIPS agreement, which 
allows pharmaceutical corporations to 
deny vital drugs to the poor, would be an- 
other. TRIPS also helps the corporations 
impose genetically modified crops around 
the world. 

Perhaps the most effective single step 
though would be debt cancellation. All 
the coffee-producing countries have lost 
out by $4 billion in the last five years due 
to collapsing prices. 

But just three of the smallest of those 
countries—Honduras, Vietnam and 
Ethiopia—paid $4.7 billion in debt pay- 
ments in 1999 and 2000. 

The global campaign demanding debt 
cancellation pushed world leaders to 
promise action on debt. But the reality is 
that many of the world’s poorest coun- 


tries are paying more, not less, than a few 
years ago. 

In 2002 Nicaragua’s “debt service” 
(interest payments) jumped by 60 percent 
and Honduras’s by 93 percent. 

The Jubilee debt campaign identified 
53 countries as most needing debt can- 
cellation. The interest these countries pay 
has risen, not fallen, from $21.9 billion in 
1998 to $25 billion in 2000. 

Cancelling this crippling burden 
would begin to transform people’s lives 
across the world. 

It would also begin to challenge the 
mad system where the IMF and World 
Bank force countries to produce for the 
world market to earn foreign currency to 
meet debt payments. 

That chase always ends in failure and 
misery for the poor. 

Walden Bello, of Focus on the Global 
South, has been one of the most well 
known spokespersons for the movement 
against corporate globalisation. 

He argues, “The focus on market 
access misleads people into believing that 
it is access to the markets of the North 
that is the central need and central prob- 
lem of the global trading system. 

“Far from it. The central problem is 
the paradigm of free trade that the WTO 
is relentlessly imposing.” 

Bello notes that the WTO can “sup- 
port market access campaigns launched 
by Oxfam...so that they can increase 
their leverage on the developing coun- 
tries to agree to more liberalisation in 
areas deemed more critical to the WTO 
and the big trading powers. 

“These areas are industrial tariffs, ser- 
vices, and the trade-related areas invest- 
ment, competition policy, government 
procurement.” 

A narrow focus on trade rules at best 
moves away from the real issues and 
measures which could begin to challenge 
global injustice and poverty. 

At worst it can even end up fitting with 
the agenda of those who want to extend 
corporate globalisation at the expense of 
the world’s people. 

PAUL McGARR 

For more information and to follow the 
debate see these websites: 

@Oxfam, www.oxfam.org 

@Focus on the Global South, 
www.focusweb.org 

@Food First, www.foodfirst.org 
@Jubilee debt campaign, 
www.jubilee2000uk.org 
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Tackling 
racism on 
the terraces 


BBC2 BROADCAST The Colour of Football 
on 19 August about racism in the game. It’s 
an important issue. Yet they transmitted it 
late at night in the middle of a month when 
many are on holiday. 

There were positive aspects. It allowed or- 
dinary fans to voice their disgust at racism. 

It featured black players explaining the 
effect that racist abuse and actions have on 
them. 

We saw archive footage of past stars like 
John Fashanu, Clyde Best, Laurie Cunning- 
ham, Ricky Hill and others. 

We heard racist chants, watched bananas 
being thrown, and revisited Nazi activity out- 
side grounds. 

But the presenter, Patrick Robinson, put for- 
ward the laughable thesis that three structural 
occurrences in the 1990s have helped dimin- 
ish racism within football. 

These were the 1991 Football Offences Act 
which barred collective racist chanting, the for- 
mation of football’s national anti-racism cam- 
paigning organisation Kick It Out in 1993, and 
the formation of the FA Premiership in 1992. 

But the 1991 act still allowed racist abuse by 
individuals. The formation of Kick It Out was a 
positive move, but it exists on a shoestring 
budget and is presently fighting against a re- 
duction in its funding. 

Patrick’s argument fell apart when he sug- 
gested that the formation of the Premiership, an 
act of greed on the part of the Football Authority 
and the biggest clubs, was a primary cause in 
the reduction of racist chanting and abuse at 
grounds. 

Come on, you can’t be serious! 


Activism of fans 

His rationale was that the input of Rupert Mur- 
doch’s millions into the Premiership meant 
clubs were interested in winning above all else. 

The enormity of the prize extinguished any 
petty concerns with colour. 

Fans wanted to see their teams competing 
with the best. 

And if that meant signing and keeping black 
players, so be it. 

If fans barracked black players, they would 
lose those players. 

And who would want to see world class em- 
ployees like George Weah, Ruud Gullit, Thierry 
Henry and the like hand in their notice because 
of abuse in the workplace? 

But has racism been eradicated? The pro- 
gramme admitted it hadn't. 

John Barnes, who scored that wonderful 
goal in the Maracana in 1984, has stated that 
when racism is no longer a social problem it 
will no longer be a football problem. 

The problem is created outside football. 
Racism is endemic to global capitalism and re- 
flects the global divisions of wealth. 

This doesn’t mean that nothing can be done 
to fight racism in football. A lot has been achieved 
and much is still to do. 

The programme should have recounted in 
more detail and depth the activism of fans. 

It has been the collective response of sup- 
porters and grassroots organisations that have 
kicked the racists out of many grounds. 

Football fans and players are the key play- 
ers in the fight against racism in the game. 

Slowly supporter directors are being elected 
to boards and fans groups are buying shares 
in clubs. 

While these developments are progressive 
and should be encouraged, they are only 
piecemeal. 

We shouldn’t be looking to the people above 
for solutions. Sadly the programme didn’t see 
this. 

PHIL VASILI 

Phil’s two books on this topic are The First Black 
Footballer: Arthur Wharton 1865-1930 (Frank Cass, 
1998) and Colouring Over the White Line: A History of 
Black Footballers in Britain (Mainstream, 2000) 
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REVIEWS 


A new website reveals the hidden history and the struggles of 
people who have migrated to Britain over the last 200 years 


HUIVIAN FACE OF 
IMMIGRATION 


EHIND THE scare stories in 
B: press about asylum and im- 

migration there is a real story 
to be told. It is the story of how, for 
centuries, people have been forced to 
move thousands of miles to escape 
persecution or find work. 

The recently launched Moving 
Here website tells that story. It is a 
useful weapon for anyone who wants 
to fight the lies about immigration. It 
describes the struggles of different 
groups of immigrants arriving in 
Britain, the lives they led and the 
contributions they made. 

It contains over 150,000 pho- 
tographs, articles, video clips and 
recordings from the last 200 years. 
The website is well designed and 
easy to use. A helpful search facility 
allows the user to hunt through the 
huge collection of items. 

The website is more than just a 
huge archive. There are four “‘migra- 
tion history” sections covering Irish, 
Caribbean, Jewish and South Asian 
immigration. 

Each of these sections presents a 
history of one of these groups. 
These sections are set out like exhi- 
bitions in a modern museum. They 
start with a timeline showing key 
dates and then lead the user through 
different aspects. 

For each section there is a page 
describing underlying reasons why 
people came to Britain, a page ex- 
plaining what their working life in 


BOOK 


Picture: Jewish museum of London 


Find out about Asian Suffragettes, Cable Street, Indian doctors and Grunwick’s on the website 


explaining what their working life in 
Britain was like and a page dis- 
cussing the different political move- 
ments they were involved in. 

The level of detail is impressive. 
The website does not just talk about 
the devastating famines which ac- 
companied British colonisation of 
India, it also allows you to download 
the whole of the 1945 official inquiry 
into famine in Bengal! 

The website gives insights into the 
problems that immigrants faced in 
the past. 

The Caribbean section shows a 
press clipping from 1919 with the 
headline “Disturbances At Newport, 
Pitched Battle Between White And 
Black Mobs—Feeling Against 
House And Job Snatching By 
Aliens”. It echoes recent coverage of 
events like the Bradford riots or the 
attacks on Asians in Burnley. 

Resources like this allow us to un- 
derstand how politicians and the 
media have whipped up racism 
against immigrants in the past and 


how the same arguments are used 
today. 

There are also inspiring stories of 
immigrants fighting back. 

The Jewish section has pho- 
tographs from the battle of Cable 
Street in London’s East End in 1936. 

Socialists and Jewish immigrants 
joined with other workers to stop 
Oswald Mosley’s British Union of 
Fascists marching through Jewish 
areas. 

The battle was a turning point in 
the struggle against fascism in 
Britain. 

The South Asian section includes 
the Grunwick’s fight, where Asian 
women led a year-long strike for 
union recognition, winning support 
from thousands of trade unionists. 

Another highlight is an archive of 
stories from immigrants in their own 
words. Many are original accounts 
collected by the website authors. 
These show the human face of 
immigration. 

The website is a work in progress. 


Corporate dream Is a nightmare 


Jennifer Government 
Max Barry 

Abacus, £7.99 

THIS NOVEL is a satire on 
globalisation and the mad 
methods companies use to 
increase their profits. 

It is influenced by books like 
Naomi Klein’s No Logo, which 
described how corporate 
branding is taking over our 
lives. 

In the frightening world that 
Barry describes, US 
corporations control the world 
and most countries are ruled by 
the US. 

US culture and lifestyle have 
swept across the globe. 


Employees have the surname of 
the company they work for and 
companies like McDonald’s 
fund schools. 

Hack Nike, the main 
character, is amerchandising 
officer in the newly 
Americanised Australia with no 
real prospects. 

He is approached to work in 
“guerrilla marketing”. In his 
excitement he signs the 
contract without reading it. 

Little does he know that 
Nike’s latest marketing method 
for their new $2,500 Mercury 
trainers involves shooting 
teenagers to give them “street 
cred”. 


This novel is 
hilarious yet Ps 
scary. Itshows oF 
how the drive for : 
profit makes the mf 
idea that : 
capitalismis an 54 \\F£2 GUVERINENT 
expression of 
freedom 
ridiculous. 

The characters either 
express the idea that capitalism 
is enslavement by the 
corporations or they embrace 
the system ina farcical way. 

| recommend this novel. Itis 
funny, ironic and a fantastic 
read. 

HENNA MALIK 


Hopefully it will expand to tell the 
story of more recent groups of mi- 
grants arriving in Britain. 

It is a valuable resource for anti- 
racists. 
JOSEPH CHOONARA 
Moving Here website: 
www.movinghere.org.uk 
Moving Stories, an exhibition of 
people who have moved to Britain 
and crossed cultural boundaries, is 
at the British Library, 92 Euston 
Road, London from 1 September to 
27 October. 


Five to catch this week 


THE CHESS PLAYERS 

Friday, 11.30pm, BBC4 

Satyajit Ray’s excellent film about 
the British annexation of an Indian 
state. 


COPENHAGEN 

Saturday, 10.40pm, BBC2 

If you weren’t able to watch this on 
BBC4 last week, there is another 
chance to see this film version of 
Michael Frayn’s brilliant play. 


ANGELA’S ASHES 

Saturday, 9pm, Channel 4 

Based on the prizewinning novel, 
this film tells the story of a Catholic 
family in a poverty-stricken Irish 
town. 


DIANA MOSLEY: ADOLF, 
OSWALD AND ME 

Sunday, 8pm, Channel 4 

A documentary about the pro-Nazi 
aristocrat Diana Mosley, her 
marriage to Owald Mosley, leader 
of the British Union of Fascists, and 
her friendship with Adolf Hitler. 


IT ALL STARTS TODAY 
Monday, 10.45pm, BBC4 

An inspiring French drama about a 
left wing teacher fighting against 
racism and poverty in his 
impoverished mining town. 


Compiled by Joseph Choonara 
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meetings, forums and events | tel: 020 7538 5821 | e-mail: forums@swp.org.uk 


IF YOUR AREA ISN’T SHOWN PHONE THE NUMBER ABOVE 


Big ideas in informal 
settings 


BARNSLEY 
Marx: the first anti-capitalist? 
Wed 10 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Barnsley Central Library, 
Shambles St. 

BEDFORD 
Has racism always existed? 
Thu 4 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Fleur-de-Lys, Mill St. 

BIRMINGHAM BILLESLEY 
Life after capitalism: what 
kind of world can we have? 
Thu 4 Sep, 7.30pm, 

Warstock Community Centre, 

Daisyfarm Rd. 

BIRMINGHAM HARBOURNE 
GM: Frankenstein foods or 
feeding the world? 

Tue 2 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Open University Centre, 

Harbourne High St. 

BIRMINGHAM SMALL HEATH 
School students: a history of 
resistance 
Wed 10 Sep, 7pm, 
lounge, Small Heath Youth and 
Community Centre, Muntz St. 

BLACKBURN 
Che Guevara: more than a 
revolutionary icon? 

Thu 11 Sep, 7.30pm, 

Bangor Street Community Centre. 

BRIGHTON 
Why do we have a 
revolutionary paper? 

Thu 11 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Phoenix Centre, Phoenix Place 
(opp Free Butt). 

BRISTOL EASTON 
50 years after Stalin’s death: 
was the Russian Revolution a 
good thing? 

Thu 11 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Cafe Maitreya, St Mark’s Rd. 

BURNLEY 
Advertising the body: 
why sexism sells 
Wed 10 Sep, 7.30pm, 

Red Triangle, St James St. 

BURSTON (NEAR DISS) 

Is US imperialism 
unstoppable? 

Sun 7 Sep, 4pm, 

SWP tent, Burston strike rally, 
Village Green. 


INDEPENDENT WORKING CLASS ACTION 
The workers create all the wealth under 
capitalism. A new society can only be 
constructed when they collectively seize 
control of that wealth and plan its 


production and distribution. 


REVOLUTION NOT REFORM 


The present system cannot be patched up 
or reformed as the established Labour and 


trade union leaders say. It has to be 
overthrown. 


THERE IS NO PARLIAMENTARY ROAD 
The structures of the present parliament, 
army, police and judiciary cannot be 


CAMBRIDGE 
Reform and revolution in the 
21st century 
Thu 4 Sep, 7.30pm, 
CB2, Norfolk St. 
With Dan Mayer. 
CANTERBURY 
Chile’s 9/11 
Thu 11 Sep, 5.30pm, 
Pascucci’s Cafe, High St. 
CARDIFF 
Asylum seekers: 
if money can cross borders, 
why not people? 
Wed 10 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Oddfellows Institute, 
Newport Rd. 
With lan Thomas. 
CHESTERFIELD 
Chile 1973: the other 9/11 
Wed 1.0 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Assembly Rooms, 
Market Hall. 
COLCHESTER 
Why do we have a 
revolutionary paper? 
Mon 1 Sep, 8pm, 
RAD Hall, Southway. 
COVENTRY 
Iran: between the US 
and the ayotollahs 
Wed 3 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Methodist Central Hall, 
city centre. 
CRAWLEY 
Chile’s 9/11 
Wed 1.0 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Three Bridges Community Centre, 
Gales Place. 
ECCLES 
Is there such thing as an 
underclass? 
Wed 3 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Eccles Library. 
FAVERSHAM 
Do Western workers benefit 
from Third World oppression? 
Mon 1 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Anchor, Abbey St. 
GATESHEAD 
Can the state be reclaimed? 
Wed 10 Sep, 7pm, 
Trinity Centre, 
High St. 
HUDDERSFIELD 
What would a socialist society 
look like? 
Thu 4 Sep, 6pm, 
Coffeevolution, 
Church St. 
With Mike Killian. 


Life after capitalism—what kind of world can we have? 


LEEDS HAREHILLS 
Asylum: why we say refugees 
are welcolme here 
Wed 3 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Pakistani Centre, Conway Rd 
behind Harehills mosque). 
LEEDS HEADINGLEY 
The politics of disability 
Thu 4 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Le Cafetiere, Hyde Park Corner. 
LEICESTER 
Blair vs Brown: is this the best 
we can hope for? 
Mon 1 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Cafe Mozart, London Rd. 
LIVERPOOL TOXTETH 
What kind of city of culture do 
we want? 
Thu 4 Sep, 7.15pm, Wicked 
Foods, Upper Parliament St. 
LUTON 
If Tony Blair goes, is Gordon 
Brown the only alternative? 
Wed 3 Sep, 7.30pm, High Town 
Recreation Centre, Old Bedford. 


_ INTERNATIONALISM 
The struggle for socialism is part of a 
worldwide struggle. We campaign for 
solidarity with workers in other countries. 

i We oppose everything which turns 

_ workers from one country against those 

_ from other countries. 

We oppose racism and imperialism. We 

oppose all immigration controls. We 
support the right of black people and other 


oppressed groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine national 
liberation movements. 

The experience of Russia demonstrates 
that a socialist revolution cannot survive in 


isolation in one country. In Russia the 
result was state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China a similar 


system was later established by Stalinist 
parties. We support the struggle of workers 
in these countries against both private and 


state capitalism. 
We are for real social, economic and 


taken over and used by the working class. 


They grew up under capitalism and are 
designed to protect the ruling class against 


the workers. 


The working class needs an entirely 
different kind of state—a workers’ state 
of workers’ delegates 


based upon counci 
and a workers’ militia. 


At most parliamentary activity can be 
used to make propaganda against the 


present system. 


Only the mass action of the workers 
themselves can destroy the system. 


political equality of women. We are for an 
end to all forms of discrimination against 
lesbians and gays. 


THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY 
To achieve socialism the most militant 


sections of the working class have to be 


organised into a revolutionary socialist 
party. Such a party can only be built by 
activity in the mass organisations of the 
working class. 

We have to prove in practice to other 
workers that reformist leaders and 


_ reformist ideas are opposed to their own 


interests. We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions. 


| oases? Join the socialists | 
: Name ee 
ec la as I 
Deer Posteode 
| TU/college/school Phone I 
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MANCHESTER CHEETHAM HILL 
Lenin: a revolutionary for the 
21st century 
Wed 3 Sep, 7.30pm, Saffron 
Restaurant, Cheetham Hill Rd. 

MANCHESTER CHORLTON 
The Jewish socialist tradition 
Thu 4 Sep, 7.30pm, 

Chorlton Library. 

MANCHESTER HULME 
Lenin and the Russian 
Revolution 
Wed 3 Sep, 7pm, 

Claremont Centre, Rolls Crescent 
(behind Junction). 

With Dave Hayes. 

MANCHESTER LEVENSHULME 
Gun crime, the police and 
racism 
Thu 4 Sep, 7.30pm, 

Sultan Cafe, Stockport Rd. 

MANCHESTER WITHINGTON 
Karl Marx: the first anti- 
capitalist? 

Wed 3 Sep, 6.30pm, 
Withington Library, 
Wilmslow Rd. 

NEATH 
Who was Leon Trotsky? 

Thu 4 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Cafe Mocha Joe’s. 

NEWCASTLE GOSFORTH 
Can the state be reclaimed? 
Thu 11 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Newcastle University Employees 
Club, Jesmond Rd West. 

NEWCASTLE HEATON 
Can the state be reclamied? 
Wed 1.0 Sep, 7pm, 

Trewhitt Road Community Centre. 

NORTHAMPTON 
Chile’s 9/11: 30 years after 
the coup 
Thu 11 Sep, 6.45pm, 

Cafe Msaada, Kettering Rd. 

NORWICH 
Why do we have a 


NOTTINGHAM MEADOWS 
Gun crime, the police and 
racism 
Thu 4 Sep, 7pm, 

Queen’s Walk. 

OXFORD 
Conflict in Africa: why US 
intervention is no solution 
Wed 10 Sep, 7.30pm, 

Mitre, 

High St. 

With Miles Larmer. 

PLYMOUTH 
Gun crime, the police and 
racism 
Mon 1 Sep, 7.30pm, 

Marxist cafe, 
upstairs, 

Voodoo Lounge, 

Mayflower St. 

PONTEFRACT 
Can the working class change 
the world? 

Sun 31 Aug, 5pm, 

Squash Club, 

Stuart Rd. 

ST ALBANS 
Does social change have to be 
violent? 

Mon 1 Sep, 7.30pm, 

Trinity Church Hall, 

Victoria St. 

SHEFFIELD HEELEY 
Chile’s 9/11: 30 years since 
the coup 
Wed 10 Sep, 7.30pm, 

Hartley Street Project 
(nr Shakespeare). 
SHEFFIELD HUNTER’S BAR 
Martin Luther King and the 
politics of civil disobedience 
Thu 4 Sep, 7.30pm, 

Trinity United Reform Church, 

Eccleshall Rd. 

SHEFFIELD SHARROW 
GM: Frankenstein foods or 
feeding the world? 


SHEFFIELD UNIVERSITY 
WORKERS 

What would a socialist society 
look like? 

Thu 11 Sep, 1pm, Dales, 
Sheffield University Union. 
SOUTHAMPTON CITY CENTRE 
Is Iraq Britain’s Vietnam? 

Thu 14 Sep, 8pm, 

Cook House, St Mary’s St. 
SUTTON COLDFIELD 

Gun crime, the police and 
racism 

Wed 3 Sep, 7.30pm, 

Sutton Coldfield College, 
Lichfield Rd. 

WATFORD 

Blood and oil: the real history 
of the Middle East 

Wed 10 Sep, 7.30pm, 

New Trade Union Hall, 

Woodford Rd. 

WHITSTABLE 
The revolutionary ideas of Karl 
Marx 

Sun 14 Sep, 3pm, 

Marx & Sparks 

(cnr Warwick Rd/Albert St). 


BRENT 

Gun crime, the police and 
racism 

Wed 10 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Flamingo Cafe, 

293 Cricklewood Broadway. 
BRIXTON 

Malcolm X 

Mon 1 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Dogstar, Coldharbour Lane. 
CAMBERWELL & WALWORTH 

Chile’s 9/11 

Thu 11 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Redstar, 319 Camberwell Rd. 
CLAPHAM & STOCKWELL 
Blair or Brown: is there an 
alternative? 

Tue 2 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Stockwell Resource Centre, 
Studley Rd (Stockwell €). 
CLAPTON 

Chile’s 9/11 

Thu 11 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Gulluoglu Bakery, 

63 Lower Clapton Rd. 
CROUCH END 

Advertising the body: 

why sexism sells 

Wed 3 Sep, 8pm, 

Hornsey Vale Community Centre, 
Mayfield Road (off Weston Park). 
DALSTON 

Advertising the body: 

why sexism sells 

Thu 11 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Halkevi Centre, 

92-100 Stoke Newington Rd. 
ENFIELD 

Is Lenin relevant today? 
Wed 10 Sep, 7.30pm, 

Angel Community Centre, 
Raynham Rd, Edmonton. 
EUSTON 

Chile 1973: 30 years since 
Pinochet’s coup 

Wed 1.0 Sep, 6.30pm, 

Cafe Muse, 

Museum St 

(nr British Museum). 
HIGHBURY 

Britain’s hidden history of 
revolution 

Thu 4 Sep, 6.30pm, 


ILFORD 
Chile 1973: the other 9/11 
Thu 11 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Cafe Noir, York Rd (nr Ilford ==). 
KENTISH TOWN 
Advertising the body: 
why sexism sells 
Thu 4 Sep, 7pm, 
Mediterranean Cafe, 
Kentish Town Rd (opp job centre). 
LADBROKE GROVE 
Advertising the body: 
why sexism sells 
Tue 9 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Tabernacle, Powis St. 
LEWISHAM 
Is there such a thing as 
human nature? 
Wed 1.0 Sep, 7pm, 
Hunkarim Restaurant, 
Lee High Rd. 
LEYTONSTONE 
Does social change have to be 
violent? 
Wed 10 Sep, 7.20pm, 
Quaker House, Bush Rd. 
LONDON FIELDS 
Chile 1973: the other 9/11 
Thu 11 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Pasta Casa, Broadway Market. 
MUSWELL HILL 
Advertising the body: 
why sexism sells 
Thu 4 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Muswell Hill Centre 
(behind Marks & Spencer). 
NEW CROSS 
Gun crime, the police and 
racism 
Tue 9 Sep, 7pm, 
Moonbow Jake’s, 
275 New Cross Rd. 
PECKHAM 
Gun crime, the police and 
racism 
Wed 3 Sep, 7pm, 
Peckham Library. 
POPLAR 
Famine and war: the legacy of 
colonialism in Africa 
Wed 1.0 Sep, 7pm, 
Island House, Castalia Sq 
(off Manchester Rd). 
With Maxine Bowler. 
STAMFORD HILL 
Is human nature the cause of 
war and greed? 
Thu 4 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Cyprus House Cafe, 
Manor Parade, Manor Lane. 
STREATHAM 
Is society deteriorating? 
Wed 3 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Boogalu’s, Sunnyhill Rd 
(off Streatham High St). 
SWISS COTTAGE 
Latin America: 
crisis and resistance 
Wed 1.0 Sep, 7pm, 
Swiss Cottage 
Community Centre. 
TOOTING 
Iraq’s hidden history of 
resistance? 
Wed 3 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Colliers Wood Community Centre. 
VICTORIA PARK 
Chile 1973: the other 9/11 
Thu 11 Sep, 7.45pm, 
Community Hall, Gascoyne Rd. 
WALTHAMSTOW 
Chile’s 9/11: 30 years after 
the coup 


revolutionary paper? Thu 11 Sep, 7.30pm, String Ray Cafe, Thu 11 Sep, 8pm, 
Thu 11 Sep, 7pm, Highfield Library, Highbury Barn, Le Petit Cafe, Hoe St 
Owen's Cafe, Farmers Ave. London Rd. Highbury Park. (nr Rose and Crown). 
07939 951 376 07739 712 432 
Anti Nazi League Barnsley Exeter Plymouth 
www.anl.org.uk 07881 558 590 07939 558 115 07803 620 390 
020 7924 0333 Birmingham Hackney Portsmouth 


Globalise Resistance 
www. resist.org.uk 
020 7053 2071 


07968 551 870 


07788 770 741 


07801 290 411 


Black Country 
07748 653 627 


Haringey & Enfield 
07736 064 045 


Scotland (SW Platform) 
07971 583 934 


Stop the War Coalition Bradford Home Counties Sheffield 
www.stopwer.org.uk 07811 403 299 07905 589 865 07739 153 472 

020 7053 2153/4/5/6 Brighton Huddersfield South East London 
Socialist Alliance 07818 027 408 07986 688 842 07951 737 003 
www.socialistalliance.net Bristol Kent South London 

020 7609 2999 07766 258 329 07950 610 257 07734 706 256 
Defend Council Housing Cambridge Lancashire East Southampton 
www.defendcouncilhousing. 07950 142 464 07968 952 180 07958 311 922 
org.uk Camden & Islington Lancashire West Swansea 

020 7987 9989 07984 674 582 07739 372 844 07759 901 392 


Committee to Defend 
Asylum Seekers 


Cardiff 
07903 918 236 


Leeds & West Yorkshire 
07734 265 291 


Thames Valley 
07761 853 925 


0141 221 7714 


07734 903 378 


07734 903 378 


www.defend-asylum.org Central London Leicester Tyneside 
07941 566 183 07957 316 094 07791 102 291 07947 180 994 
Spark Chesterfield Manchester Waltham Forest 
www.onesolution.org.uk 07881 558 590 07946 413 763 07796 697 271 
07887 967 585 Coventry Merseyside West London 
Scottish Socialist Party 07712 047 873 07952 410 718 07742 002 111 
www.scottishsocialistparty.org | East Anglia Norwich York 


07961 317 117 


ti Pt 
R EVERY READER 


most popular classical 
‘nd music tracks of alltime 
Beethoven*Mozart 
Puccinix Handel 


ASYLUM HYSTERIA 


SOCIALIST WORKER 30 August 2003 13 


Racism twaddle 
I making NHS sick 


IE 


EU must hear us 


Perverted justice 


Bottom of the pops 


NN 


NHS caring for % 
world's populat 


Health tourists are 9 
seriously damaging 


TIME 
I 


80% 


Ses 


Lies and more lies 


Tabloid scum lies 


Y 0 victims in a year 
fe 
of heterosexual 
cases from Africa 


THE SUN SAYS: SEE PAGES 


bent boss 


“RIOT 
UTLINS 


== SUN SPECIAL ON THE BIGGEST IESaES 


A ASY 


LUM: 


AT & 


Brawl after hols terror 


‘al 
| 
= 


Shock Sun poll: Your v. ict | 
Su 8 erdict 
on Britain’s biggest crisis 


over asylum ‘crisis’ 


The right wing papers 
and the Tories want 
to deny medical care 
to refugees 


by Helen Shooter 


FOR FIVE days last week the Sun 
ran a series of articles about “the 
biggest crisis facing Britain today”. 

Was it about pensions? The 
impact of tuition fees? The threat 
of unemployment? 

No. The Sun targeted asylum 
seekers. 

Its refugee-bashing spree re- 
peated every myth about migrants. 

It included the lie that people 
are pouring into Britain to get free 
healthcare. 

“Tllegal immigrants are placing 
an intolerable strain on our limited 
NHS resources,” its editorial 


claimed. It described “health 
tourists flocking to Britain”. 

It also said, “Immigrants are 
spreading diseases like HIV and 
TB,” and warned, “This is a time 
bomb ticking in our midst which 
must be defused.” 

The Sun has eagerly fed the 
growing racist scapegoating of 
immigrants and refugees. 

Even the police have joined in 
with their latest UK Threat As- 
sessment report by the National 
Criminal Intelligence Service. It 
claims migrants are “attracted” to 
Britain by “access to healthcare”. 

Bosses at Newham General 
Hospital in east London last week 
also joined in. 

A leaked internal report blamed 
“illegal immigrants” for causing a 
budget overspend because they 
were treated at the hospital. 

“The overseas patients are 
aware of the NHS culture and are 


extremely cunning in their tac- 
tics,” said the report. 

This attack was so filthy even 
Newham Healthcare Trust’s chief 
executive Kathy Watkins tried to 
distance the trust from the report, 
saying, “We are concerned about its 
language and it is to be rewritten. 

“The report was an early draft 
which had not been seen by the 
management team.” 


Lack of funding 
Hospitals across Britain are debt- 
ridden not because of refugees, but 
from lack of funding. 

Newham has the highest va- 
cancy rate for registered nurses in 
London. Are refugees to blame for 
that, or are shortages down to the 
long hours and low pay nurses are 
forced to work? 

Tory and now New Labour 
governments have ensured hos- 
pital after hospital has closed 


around Britain and created the 
chronic shortage of doctors and 
nurses. 

To say immigrants who need 
healthcare are responsible is like 
blaming the elderly for the crisis 
in nursing homes. 

Refugees coming to Britain are 
fleeing war and persecution. 

Some who arrive in Britain end 
up needing healthcare. 

They are a minority. Yet the 
Tories, backed up by the right wing 
press, want to prevent this vulner- 
able group of people from having 
the treatment they need. 

Dr Edwin Borman, a consultant 
anaesthetist, is one of the many 
health experts who are angry at the 
press scapegoating. 

He told Socialist Worker, ‘““To 
pick on one particular group and 
demonise them is irresponsible. 

“I’m very disappointed in 
some politicians who ought to 


know better. British people have 
illnesses too! 

“The refugee and asylum 
seeker population are amongst the 
most deprived and devastated in 
this country. 

“It shouldn’t be about scoring 
some cheap political points when 
there is a clear need to address 
their problems.” 

Elizabeth Anionwu, head of the 
Mary Seacole centre for nursing 
practice at Thames Valley Univer- 
sity, said, “Like many other people 
I get very hot under the collar 
when people start talking about 
ethnic groups ‘bringing disease’ 
into this country. 

“It is not because of their 
background that certain groups 
of the population are sicker. It’s 
because of language issues, 
institutional racism within the 
health service or a lack of aware- 
ness of services.” 


‘Media persecution like the 1930s demonising of Jews’ 


WHY DON’T the media 


Many of them live in 


other healthcare 


the prison or the army, or 


rere) e)(-MexelUl(oRevol alta |olelis) 


working in private care 


” 


TREATMENT 


Refugees deprived 
of medical care 


REFUGEES DO not get 
preferential treatment on the 
NHS, as the Sun claims. 

The British Medical 
Association reports, 
“Healthcare for asylum 
seekers is at best patchy, 
belated and often 
inappropriate.” 

Ithas compiled a dossier of 
cases from healthcare 
professionals of how refugees 
are suffering from lack of 
effective care. 

Many of the cases include 
babies and young children. 
For example: “I saw a baby 
with a terrible skin condition. 
His body was covered in sores, 
which were oozing. 

“The family was constantly 
uprooted from one hostel to 
another. Because of this no 
GP/specialist was looking 
after him.” 

Another reported, “She had 
come to Accident and 
Emergency because she was 
scared that she might be 
pregnant. 

“She had fled her country 
two weeks previously. Soldiers 
had attacked her home. 

“She had been multiply 
raped and fled for her life.” 

In another case, “This 
mother and her tiny baby 
visited their GP because the 
mother has stomach problems. 

“There was also concern 
about the baby’s failure to gain 
weight. 

“During the consultation the 
GP established that the family, 
including the baby, were 
sleeping rough with no access 
to shelter, sanitation or food.” 

Yet the Sun moans that such 
vulnerable people are getting 


Picture: Jess Hurd 


Protesters march to defend 
asylum seekers 


any healthcare at all. 

New Labour’s policies over 
refugees constantly bend to 
the hysteria in the press. 

Yet its dispersal scheme “is 
increasing HIV risk”, 
according toa recent all-party 
parliamentary group’s report. 

Dr Ade Fakaoya, a 
consultant in HIV and sexual 
health at Newham General 
Hospital, told the group about 
a patient he had treated. 


highlight the benefit that 
immigrants and 
refugees could be to the 
NHS? 

It takes around ten 
V(=t- Lew: Lalo fae] 000) 0h Co) 
train a doctor in Britain 
from scratch. 

It would take justa 
V(=¥- lar Late ba kom 010100 Co) 
refresh the skills of the 
3,000 refugee doctors in 
Britain. 


inner city areas where 
there are acute 
shortages. 

Dr Edwin Borman 
chairs the BMA’s 
international committee 
and is involvedina 
project to help refugee 
(o[ole Co e-Me(-1mie-lin-e Riel 
work. 

“The project is being 
extended to refugee 
nurses, dentists and 


professionals,” he 
explained. 

“There are major 
shortages. These 
people’s skills should 
be applied for their own 
benefit and for the 
betterment of society as 
EM ate) (=m 

“Iwas an economic 
altele-lalmicelimeceleLin 
Africa. | had a choice of 
sorts—to stay and face 


leave the country. So! 
chose to come here 17 
years ago and have been 
aconsultant for seven 
years. 

“What is happening 
with the media today has 
not been seen since the 
1930s demonising of 
Jews from Germany. 

“The media doesn’t 
seem to have learned 
any lessons. These 


ina way that Jews have. 

The Sun’s “special 
aw d=x-j te F-lacey aM alco) 
immigration” last week 
Col(o Mave) a=) ¢eles-y-0 tal) 
appalling treatment 
some foreign nurses 
suffer in Britain. 

Sophie Taylor, a 
Unison member involved 
with the Overseas Nurses 
Network, described the 
experiences of some 


homes. 

The nurses work long 
hours for low rates of 
pay and are often 
housed in dire 
oxeJatelit(oyatem 

One woman from 
Malawi had her 
FoXokot-y-1-4-) (0) aT Tae | 
jo TX-) Le) a Mere) ay itxer-1 -Le| 
after she told her 
employer she wanted to 
leave. 


The refugee mother was HIV 
positive and New Labour’s 
dispersal policy meant she 
was forced out of London. 

Dr Fakaoya said the woman 
could have been given drugs 
to reduce the risk of passing 
on HIV to her child if she had 
remained in London. 

But by the time doctors 
managed to track her down 
she had already given birth 
and the child was also HIV 
positive. 
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‘Wire’ we waiting 
for decent pay? 
AROUND 100 workers at Cold 
Drawn Products in Cleck- 
heaton, West Yorkshire, walked 
out on strike last Tuesday. 

They were angry that they 
had been offered a 2 percent 
pay rise, having asked for 3 
percent. 

The workers at the wire man- 
ufacturing company planned to 
walk out again on Monday of 
this week if their demands are 
not met. 

Willie Patterson, regional 
officer of the ISTC metal 
workers’ union, said, “Our 
members, who have worked 
their socks off for this com- 
pany, have made it clear that 
this derisory offer is the last 
straw.” 

ATEEQ SIDDIQUE 


Sparks fly at 
Terminal Five 


ELECTRICIANS working for 
private contractors Amec at 
Heathrow’s new Terminal Five 
have voted for a strike ballot. 

The 60 workers, members 
of the Amicus union, are 
angry that their bosses have 
not implemented an agree- 
ment for improved pay and 
conditions, despite increasing 
their productivity. 

One worker told the Con- 
struction News magazine, ““The 
lads have had enough. They 
have been constantly fobbed off 
about the agreement.” 

The threat of strikes from 
Amicus members comes after 
a similar dispute by workers at 
the same site who work for 
Laing O’Rourke. 

The Laing O’Rourke work- 
ers recently accepted a peace 
agreement with the contractors. 


Rough justice for 
asylum seekers 


SOME 35 asylum seekers 
have been forced to sleep 
rough on the streets of Brixton, 
London, outside the offices of 
the Refugee Council. 

The government has changed 
the Asylum and Immigration 
Act to deny people support if 
they do not claim asylum im- 
mediately upon arrival. 

The government recently 
lost three test cases when it 
tried to apply the new law. 
However, the Home Office is 
appealing against this decision. 

A meeting in Brixton on 
Tuesday of last week called for 
a protest at the appeal hearing. 
This will take place at 10am at 
the Royal Court of Justice, the 
Strand, on 27 August. 

The meeting called for blan- 
kets, clothing, food, water and 
toiletries for the asylum seekers. 

These can be left at Lam- 
beth Crime Prevention Trust 
(the Refugee Project) at 357 
Brixton Road. 

MONICA AXSON 


Fighting against 
the rancid plant 


AROUND 40 people joined an 
anti-incinerator protest outside 
the Swansea office of the En- 
vironment Agency on Friday 
of last week. 

They demanded the closure 
of the recently completed and 
highly controversial giant in- 
cinerator at nearby Crymlyn 
Burrows. 

This supposedly state of the 
art PFI plant recently caught 
fire, burning for four days with 
firefighters tackling the blaze. 

Local residents told protes- 
tors how they woke to find 
smoke from the blaze swirling 
through their homes. 

Residents have demanded 
an inquiry into why Neath Port 
Talbot council allowed this 
rancid plant to be built. 

HUW PUDNER 


Bus workers 
get set for 
more action 


OVER TWO hundred bus 
drivers in York were set 
to strike on Wednesday 
of this week. 

Last week their first 
planned strike was called 
off while management ne- 
gotiated a deal with the 
union. 

Managers wrote to union 
reps threatening them with 
legal action under the anti- 
union laws if they took 
strike action. 

But the workers voted to 
reject the deal that would 
have given them £7.60 an 
hour by April 2005. In- 
stead they are demanding 
£8 an hour, bringing them 
into line with other bus dri- 
vers around the country. 


Bus workers employed 
by Arriva in Liverpool also 
plan a series of one-day 
strikes over conditions at 
work starting from this 
Monday. 

These are the latest 
groups of bus workers to 
take action following strikes 
in Portsmouth, Devon and 
South Yorkshire. 

Workers in Liverpool 
are angry about attacks on 
pay and conditions that 
have taken place since bus 
services were deregulated. 

The 300-plus TGWU 
transport union members 
have had enough of a series 
of aggressive actions by 
management. 

Some two thirds of work- 


ers voted to strike in an offi- 
cial ballot. 

One Arriva worker in 
Bootle told Socialist Work- 
er, “We’ve had enough. 
Managers were having a go 
about people being a few 
minutes late. 

“People were being 
threatened with possible 
suspension for Mickey 
Mouse stuff like answering 
bosses back.” 

Talks have been held be- 
tween TGWU officials and 
Arriva management. 

Workers say that if they 
were treated with respect 
by management there 
would not be a problem. 

Further talks were due to 
take place this week. 


AMICUS UNION members 
at Fujitsu Services in West 
Gorton, Manchester, have 
voted to strike by a majority 
of over 75 percent. 

The dispute is over two 
sets of issues. 

Firstly, the company are 
breaking longstanding union 
recognition and redundancy 


ARMS COMPANIES plan to 
hold Europe’s largest arms 
fair from 9 to 12 September in 
the Docklands area of 
London. Warships are already 
cruising the Thames in 
preparation. 

Around 1,000 companies 
will run stalls at the DSEi 
event, which is attended by 
representatives of many of 
the world’s most repressive 
regimes. 

At DSEi in 1999 
undercover journalists 
discovered illegal anti- 
personnel mines being sold. 

Disarm DSEi is 
coordinating protests at the 
arms fair. 

This umbrella group 
involves around 60 
organisations, including 
Globalise Resistance, the 
Stop the War Coalition, CND 
and the Campaign Against 
the Arms Trade. 

Protesters from around 
Europe will attend what they 
hope will be the largest ever 
demonstration against the 
arms trade. 

There will be a range of 
actions on 9 and 10 
September. 

Tuesday 9 September will 
be a day of peaceful protest. 

The anti-capitalist group 
Globalise Resistance will 
lead a march on the Excel 
centre, where the fair is to be 
held. 

They will assemble at 
8.30am in Cundy Road 
recreation ground, near to 
Prince Regent Docklands 
Light Railway station. 
HUGH JONES 
For further details of the 
planned action, go to 
www.dsei.org 


agreements. 

Secondly, the company 
have rejected the union’s pay 
claim. 

The claim was for sick pay 
(many staff lose pay whenever 
they’re off ill), an Equal Pay 
Audit to identify discrimina- 
tion, and a pay rise. 

Last year the company 
imposed a pay freeze after 
making massive job losses. 
Over 200 workers lost their 
jobs at West Gorton alone. 

Workers decided not to 
fight the pay freeze then, but 
to campaign for a decent rise 
this year. 

The company is now 
making profits. 

Nonetheless, it has im- 
posed a pay deal which left a 
third of the workforce with 
no rise at all. 

Around half of the 800 
staff at West Gorton work in 
call centres. 

Amicus reps believe that 
the attacks on the union 
recognition and redundancy 
agreements are part of a 
wider strategy to get rid of 
the union. 

West Gorton is the only 
major site in the UK where 
Fujitsu Services recognises 
the union. 

It tried to derecognise the 


union there in the 1980s, and 
only backed down after a 
strike vote. 

Amicus membership and 
organisation has been grow- 
ing quickly throughout the 
company for several years. 

Reps had given the com- 
pany until noon of Tuesday 
this week to come up with a 
realistic offer and have arr- 
anged talks for Friday. 

Unless these bear fruit, in- 
dustrial action will begin this 
Monday, 1 September, with a 
one-day strike. 

Currently only a minority 
of Fujitsu employees are 
union members. 

Reps at West Gorton have 
been using donations from 
supporters to fund a union 
recruitment drive to help 
strengthen their position. 
IAN ALLINSON 
For more information and 
updates, go to www. 
ourunion.org.uk 
Send messages of 
support or donations 
(payable to “MSF Greater 
Manchester IT 9827 
Branch”) to lan Allinson, 
Amicus, Fujitsu Services, 
Wenlock Way, West Gorton, 
Manchester M12 5DR. 
E-mail support@ourunion. 
org.uk or fax 08707 052 814. 


Nurses step up pressure 


NURSERY NURSES in Scot- 
land plan to escalate their 
action against low pay and for 
respect for the valuable job 
they do. 

The workers’ Unison union 
has said that nursery nurses 
across Scotland will strike for 
a week, between Monday 8 
September and Friday 12 Sep- 
tember, unless Scotland’s local 
authorities come up with a 
decent offer. The week of 
strikes will culminate in a 
protest at Glasgow Green on 
Saturday 13 September. 

Nursery nurses have contin- 
ued with a boycott of extra 
duties and rolling two-day and 
three-day strikes in different 


areas throughout the summer. 

The dispute has been lively 
and energetic, involving many 
new, mainly women, workers 
in action for the first time. 

They are fighting against 
dire levels of pay which see 
newly qualified nursery 
nurses getting just £10,000 a 
year. 

The September action will 
be the first time all 5,000 nurs- 
ery nurses across Scotland will 
have struck at the same time 
since the early days of the dis- 
pute in May. 

This is an important step- 
ping up of the dispute and will 
provide a chance to win wider 
solidarity. 


Defend council housing 


Protest against ALMOs in Camden last week 


CAMDEN COUNCIL is trying 
to set up an Arms Length Man- 
agement Organisation (ALMO) 
to take over its housing. 

ALMOs are a two-stage 
strategy to privatise council 
housing and Camden’s Defend 
Council Housing is waging a 
campaign to stop the plan. 

The election of a “shadow 
board” to run Camden’s ALMO 
company is the latest chapter in 
this conflict between the coun- 
cil and its tenants. 

The shadow board elections 
have been a farce, and a delib- 
erate attempt to undermine 
democracy. 

Despite this, significant 
numbers of tenants sent a clear 
anti-ALMO message back to 
the council. 

The council had been forced 
to concede tenants a ballot in 
November so that they could 
decide whether they wanted an 
ALMO or not. 

But the council then tried to 
pre-empt the whole process by 
holding an election for tenant 
members of the board long 
before the main ballot. 

With total contempt for the 
democratic process, the coun- 
cil then organised a deliber- 
ately low-key election in the 
first three weeks of the 
summer holidays, refusing to 
release information about the 
candidates or to hold hustings 
meetings. 


Saturday 30 August 
@People’s Assembly for 
Peace, 10am-5.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House, 
Euston Road, London. 
Organised by Stop the War 
Coalition. 


Sunday 31 August 
@European Social Forum 
national public assembly, 12 
noon, Palms Suite, University 
of London Union, Malet 
Street. 

@Socialist Alliance national 
day of action for the Brent 


This is an appalling way to 
conduct an election for people 
who hope to be responsible for 
administering millions of 
pounds of public funds. 

Defend Council Housing 
publicly invited the candi- 
dates, through the local press, 
to respond to a series of ques- 
tions on their policies—and 
not one replied. 

This means that the vast ma- 
jority of tenants have no idea 
who the candidates are, where 
they live, or what policies they 
stand for. They weren’t even 
given their full names. 


Binned 


Only 12 percent of tenants 
in Camden cast a vote for a 
candidate—the vast majority 
refused to give credibility to 
the process. 

Camden Defend Council 
Housing’s strategy was to en- 
courage tenants to write “No to 
ALMO” on their ballot paper, 
and 732 did so, despite the fact 
that by the time we got the 
message out to tenants most of 
them had already binned their 
ballot papers. 

In one district where a can- 
didate stood on a clear anti- 
ALMO platform he was 
elected with an overall major- 
ity of the votes. 

The results of this election 
show that the shadow board 


East by-election, 11am. 
Phone 020 7609 2999 or go 
to www.socialistalliance.net 
@Love Music Hate Racism 
festival in Whitstable, from 
11am, Tankerton Slopes. 


Wednesday 3 September 
@Viva Palestine film 
fundraiser, 7.30pm, Cobden 
Club, Kensal Road, Notting 
Hill, London. With Rob 
Newman, author Ted Curtis, 
International Solidarity 
Movement and Palestinian 
speakers. 


Saturday 6- 

Friday 12 September 
@DSEi European arms fair in 
London Docklands. For 
details of protests go to 
www.dsei.org 


Tuesday 9 September 
@British politics at the 


has no mandate to represent 
tenants and the council has no 
mandate to pursue its plans to 
set up an ALMO. 
ALAN WALTER 


THE DEFENCE campaign 
for the Yarls Wood refugees 
who were put on trial after 
the fire has produced cards 
to raise funds. 

These attractive, bright 
cards are emblazoned with 
the words “Peace, justice, 
compassion” and the scales 
of justice. 

The back quotes the Dec- 
laration of Human Rights, 
followed by facts about im- 
migration detention, along 
with three practical ways 
you can help an immigration 
detainee. 

The cards cost £1 (the 
printers donated their labour 
free to keep production costs 
down) and are available from 
Bookmarks—phone 020 7637 
1848. 

Those wanting to order 
larger numbers can con- 
tact the campaign at sady_ 
campaign @yahoo.co.uk 

Donations to the campaign 
are very welcome. Send them 
to SADY, PO Box 304, Bed- 
ford MK42 9WX. 

PETE AINSLEY 


crossroads—Middlesbrough 
Socialist Alliance public 
meeting, 7.30pm, St Mary’s 
Centre, Corporation Road. 
With George Galloway MP, 
Salma Yaqoob and Nick 
Wrack. 


Wednesday 10 September 
@Protest over pensions— 
mass lobby of parliament, 
1pm, Westminster Central 
Hall. Called by the National 
Pensioners’ Convention. 


Saturday 27 September 
@National anti-war demo 
organised by the Stop the 
War Coalition, assemble 12 
noon, Hyde Park. 


Saturday 25 October 
@United Friends and 
Families national 
demonstration for justice, 
1pm, Trafalgar Square. 
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From Agitators... Activists... Anti-capitalists 
Anti-war campaigners... Argumentative authors... 
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... fo the Zapatistas 


Everyone is going to be in 
Paris this autumn 


aver mMate]e)or-lallate ig gas (0) How do | book? 
Paris is the setting for the second European . Ms = + ~ § = The ESF will take place in four venues in Paris: 
Social Forum (ESF}—four days packed with ae hae we a St Denis, Ivry, La Villette, and Bobigny. 
politics, meetings, forums, workshops, | 4 _ |= 24 To book your place you must register on the 
protests, music and culture. ” \e ‘ website www.fse-esf.org. 

This is the second European Social Forum. ev sed When you register for the ESF 
It follows the inspiring event that took place =F accommodation can be arranged for you in 
in Florence in Italy last November, which pee ; ; 'oYe) 0) |com oU]lrel [ave sxe] are ms ee)acuare) | Mmelalem=\(-1aN in 
drew together 60,000 people and >. LS fj the homes of activists in Paris. 

(olUlfanliaveyicrom ame maarere]alicacialmanliilelaesiicelare) a ‘i © yw Ay Oryou can arrange your own 
olaimelme(=aarelasiice! (olay = 4 } accommodation. Paris is full of budget hotels, 
aaelarecu ole \V(e(-cxelak=>ce=\ (Vales eullale momar — . , @| [8] youth hostels and other affordable options. 

second ESF. . 1 ceili ; 
Pa iayeW oveXellarallave Kel@-\Ule [Ui me] cele] are) | Swe J. How do | get at-te-¥¢ 
200,000 mostly French activists gathered in Ve een Py eNakenitcsd aU cosicolm icollanareae='amenlelasc-\ohr) 
the Larzac region for a monster anti- a =<—'_ get people across to Paris. Tickets (including 
capitalist festival. Earlier in the year France —_—_ justice movement will be there to share their _ registration for the event) are available at a 
was rocked by a series of strikes. ideas. cut price until September. There are various 
The European-wide anti-war movement This year a trade union event is planned _ prices for the combined train and registration, 
WV R=alsie] come R710) ¢e 1a) me]alel olcoe(e Mante)e)] isve11(0]a mmm vats Wednesday 12 November and a big depending when you book. 
from around the continent. demonstration for Saturday 15 November. The price also gets sleeping bag style 
Wh Il be th 2 Last year’s ESF in Florence helped shape accommodation arranged for you. The train 
Oo will be there: history. The beginnings of cross-European _ leaves on the morning of Thursday 13 
The ESF will be a huge gathering of trade union networks were established, and | November and will be back in London on the 
campaigners, trade unionists, activists and __ the idea of making 15 February an evening of Sunday 16 November. Please 
ordinary people to discuss issues concerning _ international day of action against the Iraq phone 020 7503 2072 for details. 
UKelaleRsicolisrelecmcelmaelaneve(elaliae amare war was agreed. For people who can’t make all of these 
coming months. Across Britain organisations and groups as_ dates there are plenty of other cheap ways 
There will be discussions on the war, well as hundreds of individuals are getting _ to get to Paris by air, road or rail. 
privatisation, neo-liberalism, democracy, the — ready to join in the forum. elm iC ainrcimlaiceldaneiiolameclaneraminom area 
environment and much more. Any activist can come for the whole event Mobilisation for the EsF—phone 020 7053 
Some of the best speakers from the global _ or for one or two days. 2072 or e-mail mobilise_esf@hotmail.com 


..YOU should get there too 


EUROPEAN SOCIAL FORUMe PARISe FRANCE® 12-16 NOVEMBER 2003 
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Workers demonstrate against privatisation 


Boss paid to ‘understand’ 


“VERY small”. 
Unbelievably that’s how 
Royal Mail’s chief 
executive, Adam Crozier, 
described his £57,000 
bonus. 

Crozier was given the 
money on top of his 
£500,000 annual salary for 
his first two months 


working at Royal Mail. 

During this time he 
worked as a postman in 
Kingston, Surrey, to find 
out what life was like for 
the workers. 

So for those two months 
he received £140,333—not 
quite like the workers, 
then. 


Facts bosses 


want kept hidden 
metic 


Postal union leaders 


aa 


wae 


Picture: Jess Hurd/reportdigital.co.uk 


should not back down 


“WE’RE FED up with 
rubbish money and 
getting driven like 
slaves. Let’s take the 
smile off those bloody 
managers’ faces,” 
says Mike, a Royal Mail 
delivery worker from 
Newcastle. 

The strike ballot among 
160,000 postal workers 
has started, and there is a 
great determination to win 
the vote and hit Royal 
Mail hard. 

Across Britain workers 
are enthusiastic about cam- 
paigning for better pay. 

Henry from London 
says, “We’ve got two bal- 
lots, the national one and 
the London weighting one. 
I haven’t met anyone who 
thinks what we’ve been 
offered is enough. 

“T’ve had enough of get- 
ting out of bed at 4am, 
having my social life 
wrecked, and all for a pay 
packet that doesn’t go 
halfway to giving me 
enough to live on.” 


Tests 


The union at every 
level has made a good start 
in the campaign. But there 
are big tests to come. 

As the firefighters’ 
strike showed, the govern- 
ment will fight hard to 
stop public sector workers 
getting more than small 
pay rises. 

This is because minis- 
ters fear that others might 
follow. 

The union should be 


preparing members now 
for the political flak that 
New Labour will fire at 
postal workers. 

At crucial moments 
Billy Hayes, Dave Ward 
and other CWU leaders 
will face huge efforts to 
persuade or intimidate 
them into accepting a 
compromise. 

This may fall far short 
of the settlement which is 
possible and which postal 
workers need. 

Union leaders said last 
week that the claim was 
for arise to £300 a week (a 
14.5 percent rise). But 
they say only 8 percent 
needs to be paid this year. 


Link 


They argue that there 
should be “a more realistic 
and achievable way of in- 
troducing major change— 
single deliveries, review of 
mail centres and transport 
operations—with no prede- 
termined 30,000 job losses. 
Instead there should be 
jointly agreed local targets 
influenced by your local 
knowledge.” 

That could mean at 
some point a proposal for 
15,000 or 20,000 job losses 
as the price for better pay. 

That is unacceptable. 

The rank and file must 
strengthen their own inde- 
pendent networks to push 
their union leaders forward 
and to oppose any retreat. 

The balloting weeks 
must also be used to link 
up activists for the fight. 


‘Yes vote will develop confidence and organisation’ 


POST OFFICE managers 
threaten that if there is a 
strike “the union will not 
emerge unscathed. If 
postmen and women walk 
out, customers will walk 
away and competitors walk 
in.” 

But the Financial Times 
reported last week, “Private 


sector postal companies are 
lukewarm about providing 
cover if there is a national 
postal strike.” 

Four companies —Hays, 
TPG of the Netherlands, 
UK Mail and Express 
Dairies—hold licences to 
operate in the British postal 
market, mostly handling 


business post. 

If a 24-hour postal strike 
hits a minimum of three 
Royal Mail post centres, the 
government has given them 
clearance to run a universal 
postal service. 

But Hays said it would 
not be able to change its 
operational structures to 


provide a wider postal 
service. 

Other companies are 
similarly limited. 

Postal workers should 
not believe the blackmail. 
If they vote for a strike and 
win, this will develop the 
confidence and organisation 
to halt further privatisation. 


@ Management claims the 
offer is worth 14.5 percent 
(£38 per week) over 18 
months. But only 4.5 percent 
is guaranteed, and it is paid 
in two stages. 

@ All extra cash is tied to 
the completion of both local 
and national major change 
programmes. 

There is no agreed 
timescale as to when pay- 
ments will be made. 

@ Basic pay for Royal Mail 
workers is just £261.93 a 
week. 

@ Management wants the 
CWU to sign up to 30,000 
job losses. This would mean 
much heavier workloads for 
the people who sort, deliver 
and drive mail plus a worse 
service. 

@ The UK mail section of 
Royal Mail made a profit of 
£66 million in the last finan- 
cial year. The group’s losses 
are due to “exceptional 
items”—such as the provi- 
sion for £449 million redun- 
dancy payments in 2002-3. 

Redundancy costs are 
almost entirely taken account 
of in the first year of man- 
agement’s renewal plan. This 
makes the financial crisis 
seem much worse and makes 
it easier for Leighton to claim 
“success” in the future. 

@ Management gave bo- 
nuses of £1,300 to 30,000 
managers at a cost of over 
£30 million and increased 
directors’ pay by 320 per- 
cent in just two years. 

@ Royal Mail chief executive 
Adam Crozier and his 
deputy Elmar Toime grab 
basic annual salaries of 
£500,000 or £9,582 a week. 
They are the highest-paid 
public sector bosses in 
Britain. 

@ Allan Leighton has been 
dubbed a “serial director” 
in City boardrooms. 

He has held directorships 

at a raft of companies and 
even managed to pocket £80 
million in 1999 from selling 
Asda which he was chief ex- 
ecutive of. 
@ Royal Mail employees are 
eligible for a bonus of £800 
IF the group makes £400 
million profit in 2004-5. But 
that depends on going along 
with the jobs slaughter and 
working even harder. 


Rank and file paper for 
postal workers 


Vote YES 
for action 


Special issue of the rank 
and file paper for postal 
workers now available. 


Includes all the 
arguments you need to 
win a yes vote in the pay 
ballot. 


PLUS voices from the 
shop floor, report froma 
recent delegation to 
Palestine, and much, 
much more. 


Order your copy— 
phone 07904 157 779. 
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